
Life sentence for El Chapo 
Brooklyn 

A US judge has sentenced Mexican drug 
kingpin Joaquín “El Chapo” Guzmán 
to life in prison plus 30 years.

Guzmán, 62, was found guilty of 10 charges, 
including drug trafficking and money laun-
dering, by a federal court in New York in 
February.

He escaped a Mexican jail through a tunnel 
in 2015, but was later arrested. He was extra-
dited to the US in 2017.

He is a former head of the Sinaloa cartel, 
which officials say was the biggest supplier 
of drugs to the US. 

The life sentence was the minimum Guz-
mán faced. The additional 30 years were for 

unlawful uses of firearms. 
He was also ordered to pay $12.6 billion 

in forfeiture.
Prosecutors said Guzmán would be serving 

his sentence behind “tonnes of steel”, refer-
ring to a high-security prison in Colorado.

Guzmán’s lawyer Jeffrey Lichtman an-
nounced plans to appeal against the verdict.

He argued that the trial had not been con-
ducted fairly and claimed that jurors were 
influenced by media coverage.

“It was a show trial,” he said.
El Chapo ran the cartel in northern Mex-

ico.
In 2009, Guzmán entered Forbes’ list of the 

world’s richest men at number 701, with an 
estimated worth of $1bn.

He was accused of helping bring hun-
dreds of tonnes of cocaine into the US and 
of conspiring to make and distribute heroin, 
methamphetamine and marijuana.
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Saudi Arabia ‘main pillar of regional security, stability’  
Manama  

Hi s  Roya l  H i g h n e s s 
Prince Khalifa bin Sal-
man Al Khalifa, the 

Prime Minister, emphasised 
the importance and the value 
of Saudi Arabia in all hearts and 
souls in the Arab and Muslim 
worlds, being the cornerstone 
upon which the Ummah relies 
to confront the various chal-
lenges.

HRH the Premier stressed 
that the Kingdom of Saudi 
Arabia constitutes the strate-
gic depth and the main pillar 
of security and stability in the 
region. 

His Royal Highness praised 
the pivotal role of Saudi Arabia 

under the leadership of Custo-
dian of the Two Holy Mosques 

King Salman bin Abdulaziz Al 
Saud and HRH Crown Prince 

Mohammed bin Salman bin 
Abdulaziz, Deputy Prime Min-
ister and Minister of Defence 
of Saudi Arabia, in supporting 
the cause of Arab and Muslim 
nations.

HRH the Prime Minister 
stressed the deep-rooted broth-
erly relations of amity and com-
passion, which charts a model 
of unique historic relationships 
established by the fathers and 
forefathers.

This came as HRH the Pre-
mier received Ambassador of 
Saudi Arabia to Bahrain Dr Ab-
dullah bin Abdul Malik Al Shai-
kh, in Riffa Palace, yesterday on 
the occasion of the conclusion 
of his term as his country’s am-
bassador to Bahrain.

During the meeting, HRH the 
Prime Minister praised the am-
bassador’s efforts in develop-
ing and bolstering the existing 
fraternal ties that mirror the 
directives of the Custodian of 
the Two Holy Mosques in ad-
vancing the level of co-opera-
tion to highest levels, wishing 
the outgoing ambassador suc-
cess in the duties of his future 
assignment.

The Saudi ambassador ex-
pressed his deep gratitude and 
appreciation to HRH the Prime 
Minister for all the co-opera-
tion and support he received 
throughout his ambassadorial 
term that contributed to boost-
ing the genuinely amicable 
brotherly ties.

Forum on Iran threat 
Kingdom to host global maritime security conference to address threats from Tehran 

• The conference 
will aim to reach a 
common understanding 
on addressing the 
challenge posed by Iran. 

• Mr Hook did 
not specify which 
countries would 
attend the meeting. 

New York 

Bahrain will host a global 
maritime security confer-
ence to address the Iranian 

threat to navigation security in 
the Arabian Gulf. 

The country’s Minister for For-
eign Affairs, Shaikh Khalid bin 
Ahmed Al Khalifa, announced 
the summit alongside the US spe-
cial representative for Iran, Brian 
Hook, yesterday.

Shaikh Khalid said the confer-
ence would probably take place 
this autumn and would follow up 

a February meeting in Warsaw.
In Poland, 65 countries took 

part in the conference on Iran, 
including the UAE and other GCC 
and Middle East countries, and 
European representatives.

Mr Hook said that the same 
countries would be asked to at-
tend in Bahrain “but the invita-
tions have not been sent out yet”.

The conference will aim to 
reach a common understand-
ing on addressing the challenge 
posed by Iran, Shaikh Khalid said 
at the Atlantic Council in Wash-
ington.

Mr Hook highlighted the grow-

ing maritime threat in the Gulf. 
At least seven tankers have been 
attacked in the Gulf since May.

On Friday, Mr Hook will meet 
ambassadors to promote the US 
plan to build a maritime coalition 
to deter further attacks.

He said the Sentinel Pro-
gramme would “make it harder 
for Iran to disrupt freedom of 

commerce and navigation”.
Mr Hook did not specify which 

countries would attend the meet-
ing at the State Department and 
it is unclear which states have 
agreed to join the programme.

“We need more assets in the 
theatre,” he said.

Mr Hook said at least 17 coun-
tries were affected by the May 
12 attack on four tankers off the 
coast of Fujairah, which he attrib-
uted to Iran.

The US plans to install surveil-
lance and protection for ships 
travelling through the Gulf.

It has already sent an aircraft 

carrier and B-52 bombers to the 
region, which Mr Hook said had 
“disrupted and deterred much 
of what we feared” with Iranian 
plots in the area.

Shaikh Khalid said US intel-
ligence shared with Bahrain 
helped to prevent Iranian-spon-
sored attacks in the country.

Iran’s Islamic Revolutionary 
Guard Corps “has plotted to over-
throw the government of Bahrain 
since 1981”, he said.

“You see them in Syria, in Iraq, 
in Yemen, in eastern Saudi Arabia, 
and in Kuwait a Hezbollah cell 
was arrested,” Shaikh Khalid said.

“The US has always been with 
us to stop malign Iranian activities 
but these efforts intensified under 
the current administration.”

But he stressed that Bahrain 
was not seeking regime change 
in Iran and Manama would take 
steps to improve relations if Teh-
ran showed interest.

“What we are concerned with 
is the regime’s behaviour,” Shaikh 
Khalid said. “If the Iran takes a 
step forward, we will take two.”

 See Page 2 

HRH the Premier receives Dr Abdullah bin Abdul Malik Al Shaikh. 

The Amphibious assault ship USS Boxer and amphibious dock landing ship USS Harpers Ferry conducting drills in the Arabian Sea. 

If Iran takes a step 
forward, we will take two.

SHAIKH KHALID 

El Chapo 

Turkey blocked from 
F-35 programme
Washington

The White House con-
firmed yesterday that 

Turkey would no longer be 
permitted to take part in NA-
TO’s F-35 stealth fighter jet 
program after it purchased 
a Russian missile defence 
system.

“Unfortunately, Turkey’s 
decision to purchase Rus-
sian S-400 air defence sys-
tems renders its continued 
involvement with the F-35 
impossible,” White House 
spokeswoman Stephanie 
Grisham said in a statement.

The US-made F-35 Joint 
Strike Fighter “cannot co-
exist with a Russian intel-
ligence collection platform 
that will be used to learn 
about its advanced capabil-
ities,” she said.

She said Washington had 
made “multiple” offers of its 
own Patriot missile defence 
system to Turkey, but Anka-
ra went ahead and acquired 
the Russian system, running 
counter to a NATO pledge 
to avoid adopting Russian 
systems.
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Uni Global Education Centre 
Previously known as 

Indian Excellent Educational Centre W.L.L

universityadmin@ugecbahrain.com

APPROVED OVERSEAS STUDY CENTER FOR 
ANNAMALAI UNIVERSITY IN BAHRAIN - 

ACCREDITED WITH ‘A’ GRADE UNIVERSITY BY NAAC

BCom | BBA | BCA | BSc | BA | BEd |
 MBA | MA | MCom | MCA

• Examinations Supervised by 
Indian Embassy

• Morning and Evening Batches
• 

Expert Faculty
• Morning and Evening Batches
• Affordable Fees
• Transport facility across 
       Bahrain, Dammam
      & Al KHobar

For Registration
Call 32332746
          38395676
             17344971

BDF Commander-in-Chief Field Marshal Shaikh Khalifa bin Ahmed Al Khalifa, received Minister of Finance and National 
Economy Shaikh Salman bin Khalifa Al Khalifa. The commander-in-chief discussed a number of issues related to co-
operation and co-ordination between the BDF and Finance Ministry. 

Interior Minister General Shaikh Rashid bin Abdullah Al Khalifa yesterday received newly-appointed Tunisian Ambassador 
to Bahrain Salim Al Gheryani. He welcomed him, lauding strong relations between the two brotherly countries and 
growing cooperation mainly in the security fields. He wished the ambassador every success in his diplomatic duties.

Washington 

Minister of Foreign Af-
fairs, Shaikh Khalid bin 
Ahmed bin Moham-

med Al Khalifa, yesterday met 
the US National Security Adviser, 
John Bolton, within the frame-
work of the minister’s official vis-
it to the United States of America.  

The Minister of Foreign Affairs 
affirmed that the distinguished 
Bahraini-US relations mirror the 
keenness of the two countries 
to prioritise these relations and 
embody their relentless endeav-
ours to bolster joint cooperation 
at all levels. 

He also noted the continued 
efforts of the United States to 
establish peace and stability in 
the region and the world, stress-
ing that the Kingdom of Bahrain 
will remain supportive of these 
efforts.  

John Bolton praised the 
deep-rooted friendly Bahraini-US 
relations and mutual keenness on 
activating bilateral co-operation 
frameworks at all levels. 

He also expressed apprecia-
tion to the Kingdom for hosting 
the Peace to Prosperity work-
shop, which is a crucial step 
that reflects the Kingdom’s role 
in establishing stability and se-
curity. 

He stressed that the United 
States will continue its efforts 
to confront the Iranian threats 
in the region and its policy of 
intervening in the internal affairs 
of the region’s country, as well as 
supporting terrorist groups and 

militias and spreading chaos and 
violence. 

He added that confronting the 
Iranian threat is a crucial step 
and a key goal to sustain peace 
and stability in the region, call-
ing for the concerted efforts of 
the international community to 
achieve it. 

Separately, Shaikh Khalid met 
Chairman of the US Senate For-
eign Relations Committee, Sen-
ator Jim Risch. 

The Minister of Foreign Af-

fairs stressed the deep-rooted 
friendly relations between the 

Kingdom and the United States, 
which are based on mutual re-

spect and trust. 
The Minister also expressed 

delight in the distinguished level 
of the bilateral co-operation be-
tween the two countries at the 
security, defence, trade, political 
and economic levels. 

He also lauded the US efforts 
to establish stability and security 
at the regional and international 
levels and its efforts to combat 
terrorism in all its forms and 
those who support and fund it, as 
well as meet the challenges facing 
world countries and its keenness 
to activate various frameworks of 
international cooperation for the 
overall benefit. 

‘Bahrain supports US peace 
efforts in Mideast region’  

 Foreign Minister holds discussions with US National Security Adviser

Shaikh Khalid with Mr Bolton.  
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Bahrain ‘united against Qatar’s 
‘conspiracy targeting Kingdom’  

Bahrain’s security and stability, a red line that can never be compromised 

• The authority made 
the comments during 
a meeting yesterday, 
which was chaired by 
Representatives Council 
Speaker Fawzia Zainal. 

• The authority 
underscored the need 
for the GCC member 
states to take stances 
to protect cohesion. 

Manama 

Th e  Re p re s e n t a t i ve s ’ 
Council Office authority 
yesterday stressed that 

Bahrain stands united against all 
terrorist practices carried out by 
the Qatari regime. 

It affirmed that the unity of 
the Bahraini people, under the 
leadership of His Majesty King 
Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa, would 
remain one of the national fun-
damentals.

The authority affirmed that 
Bahrain’s security and stability 
is a red line that can never be 
compromised. 

It also underlined unity of the 

Bahraini people and leadership 
against terrorism and sedition, 
pointing out that the Bahraini 
people can never be mistaken 
by false reports prepared by a 
satellite channel that is used to 
sowing sedition and dedicated 
to undermine the Kingdom’s 
interests and incite differences, 
sedition and fallacies.

The authority made the com-
ments during a meeting yester-
day, which was chaired by Rep-

resentatives Council Speaker 
Fawzia Zainal. 

It was attended by First Dep-
uty Speaker Abdulnabi Salman, 
Second Deputy Speaker Ali 
Zayed, Head of the Legislative 
and Legal Affairs Committee 
Dr Hesham Al Ashiri, Head of 
the Foreign Affairs, Defence and 
National Security Committee 
Mohammed Al Sisi, Head of the 
Public Utilities and Environ-
ment Committee Abdulrazaq 

Hatab, Representatives Coun-
cil Speaker Secretary General 

Chancellor Rashid Mohammed 
Bunejma and Head of the Legal 
Advisors Panel Dr Saleh Ibrahim 
Al Ghathith.

The authority underscored 
the need for the GCC member 
states to take stances to protect 
cohesion and strength of the GCC 
system against all plots. 

It also reviewed letters from 
the government and decided to 
include them in the council’s 
agenda in the next session. 

Tribune yesterday reported a 
statement criticising the Al Ja-
zeera documentary titled “What 
is hidden is more immense?” 

“The move is the latest epi-
sode of its series of conspiracies 
against the Kingdom within its 
attempt to undermine the Gulf 
Co-operation Council (GCC) and 
stir up strife among its mem-
bers.” 

T h e  B D F  s p o k e s p e r s o n 
stressed that Al Jazeera ap-
proach incites hatred and proves 
to the world that Qatar embraces 
terrorists and finances them to 
distort the Kingdom of Bahrain’s 
image in an attempt to desta-
bilise Bahrain’s civil peace and 
sow  sedition amongst the GCC 
states.

“Qatar’s destructive tool will 
continue to target Bahrain, 
but the Kingdom will remain a 
strong, serene and secure Arab 
country ruled by the noble Al 
Khalifa family and in which the 
people have full allegiance to 
their leadership.” 

The BDF will remain the 
mighty, invincible shield of the 
beloved Kingdom under the 
wise leadership of His Majesty 
King Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa 
the Supreme Commander, the 
spokesperson added. 

Ms Zainal chairs the authority meeting. 

Bahraini people can 
never be mistaken by 

false reports prepared by 
a satellite channel that is 
used to sowing sedition. 

AUTHORITY 

‘No additional costs’ for 
biodegradable garbage bags 

TDT | Manama
Mohammed Zafran

Biodegradable garbage 
bags that are being rolled 
out following the new 

legislations will come at no ex-
tra costs, according to official 
sources. 

The source from the Minis-
try of Works, Municipalities 
Affairs and Urban Planning 
said that distribution of gar-
bage bags will continue as usual 
without any changes. 

He said that there are specific 
fees for garbage bags as they are 
contained within the municipal 
fees.

This comes in accordance 
with the Ministerial Resolu-
tion No 11 of 2019 regarding the 
technical regulations for plastic 
products, which will enter into 
force from July 21, banning all 
single use plastics bags across 
the Kingdom. 

Meanwhile,  the  Direc-
tor-General of the Capital 
Municipal Council, Shawqiya 
Humaidan stated that the mu-
nicipality has conveyed to the 
garbage bag suppliers to incor-
porate new eco-friendly and 
biodegradable make up.

A study conducted by the SCE 
revealed that the transition to 
eco-friendly and biodegradable 
garbage bags will not affect the 
plastic products manufacturing 
sector in Bahrain.

“The SCE has implemented 
measures to expand the num-
ber of recycling businesses by 
increasing the total number of 

r e -
c y c l i n g 
bins, thereby 
reducing plas-
tic-waste that ends 
up in landfills,” said Su-
preme Council for Environ-
ment Chief Executive Officer 
Dr Mohammed Bin Daina. 

He highlighted that 40 per 
cent of household waste is plas-
tic, which can only be effective-
ly reduced through prohibition 
and regulation.      

The residents of Manama will 
soon be able to receive garbage 
bags from vending machines.

The Capital Municipality, in 
collaboration with the Ministry 
of Works, Municipal Affairs 
and Urban Planning, intends to 
install automated garbage bag 

vend-
i n g  m a -

chines to provide 
garbage bags for the resi-

dents of the governorate. 
The municipality looks to fol-

low the success of the Southern 
Governorate that has installed 
similar systems earlier this 
year. 

According to the plans, the 
machine will store and provide 
the black garbage bags to the 
residents that need them. 

Garbage bag vending ma-
chines project is named “Sahal” 
which translates to “Easy”. 

The vending machines are 
meant to be user friendly, only 
requiring the users ID number 
and EWA account number to 
check eligibility of the user to 
receive the bag.  

T h e  p r o j e c t  w a s  f i r s t 
launched in the Southern Gov-
ernorate in April. 

Furthermore, the Ministry of 
Works, Municipal Affairs and 
Urban Planning is consider-
ing launching the machines in 
all governorates. The ministry 
hopes to cover all important 
locations in Bahrain with such 
machines. 

The residents of 
Manama will soon 
be able to receive 
garbage bags 

from vending 
machines.

The SCE has 
implemented measures 
to expand the number 
of recycling businesses 
by increasing the total 

number of recycling 
bins. 

DR BIN DAINA 
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ThaiMart opening ‘soon’  
The project is expected to be completed within five months 

• A contract signing 
ceremony was held 
yesterday on the 
premises of Diyar 
Al Muharraq. 

• The bilateral trade 
between the Kingdom 
and Thailand has been 
improving over the years. 

TDT | Manama
Mohammed Zafran 

Th a i M a r t ,  a  T h a i -
land-themed shopping 
mall will be opened in 

five months, it was announced. 
The new mall, which will 

cover 6,700-sqm space, is re-
sult of a collaboration between 
Thailand’s Vega Intertrade and 
Exhibitions LLC, and Bahrain 
counterpart Diyar Al Muharraq.

The new project follows Di-
yar Al Muharraq’s success with 
Dragon City. 

The shopping mall, which has 
been a success since its opening 
covers an area of 55,000 sqm, 
featuring around 800 whole-
sale and retail shops of Chinese 
products. 

Opened in 2015, the Dragon 
City has received an overwhelm-
ing feedback from the locals and 
tourists from across the region. 

In 2017, the mall welcomed 
over seven million visitors. Thai-
Mart will be located next to the 
Dragon City with around 200 
shops. 

It will be featuring a wide 
range of authentic Thai prod-

ucts.
ThaiMart Managing Direc-

tor Akavut Tangsilikusonwong 
described the project as an im-

portant milestone for Thai busi-
ness in the Kingdom and a new 
important partnership between 
the two countries. 

He said that ThaiMart will be 
a community mall with a Thai 
touch in the decoration, archi-

tecture, products, services, and 
activities.

Inayadullah S, Managing Di-
rector of Crown Electro-Me-
chanical Services, said his firm 
will be in-charge of the con-
struction of the project. 

“We are delighted to be part of 
this iconic project.” 

When asked about the time-
line for the construction of the 
project, he said, “The project 
should be done within five 
months.” 

A signing ceremony was 
held yesterday on the premises 
of Diyar Al Muharraq, where 
a contract for building of the 
mall was signed between Crown 
Electro-mechanical services and 
Vega Intertrade and Exhibitions.

The bilateral trade between 
the Kingdom and Thailand has 
been improving over the years. 

Thailand’s exports to the 
Kingdom from January-April 
2019 have seen an increase of 
9.65 per cent at $42 million. 

Construction materials and 
related products are among the 
top items Thailand exports to 
Bahrain due to its high quality, 
excellent design and reasonable 
price, according to Thai Minis-
try of Commerce.

As part of efforts to boost trade 
ties between the two countries, a 
Thai trade delegation visited the 
Kingdom last month. 

Bahraini importers, buyers 
and developers had a rare op-
portunity to interact with the 
delegation members during a 
special session that was held at 
the Bahrain Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry.  

The contract signing ceremony was held on the premises of Diyar Al Muharraq. 

Mr Akavut, Mr Inayadullah, Thailand’s Ambassador to Bahrain Thanis Na Songkhla  and other senior officials at the 
contract signing ceremony. 

7
million people visited 

Dragon City in the year 
2017. 

Guidelines for local bakeries highlighted at Chamber event 
TDT | Manama 

The Bahrain Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry 
(BCCI) in co-operation 

with the Ministry of Health held 
yesterday at Bait Al Tijjar an event 
themed “Measures to reduce salt 
and trans fat in bakery products”.  

The event, which targeted lo-
cal bakeries and food producers, 
shed a spotlight on the ministry’s 
efforts to enhance and ensure 
public health, particularly those 
in line with Ministerial Resolu-
tion No 28 for the year 2018 on 
limiting the proportions of salt 
additive and trans fat in bakery 
products. 

Speaking at the event, the As-
sistant Undersecretary for Public 

Health of the Ministry of Health 
Dr Mariam Al Hajri reinstated the 
Ministry’s keenness on protecting 
public health and encouraging 
healthy lifestyle.  

She highlighted the ministry’s 
efforts in meeting the standards 

and recommendations of World 
Health Organisation (WHO), and 
encouraged all relevant parties 
-food producers in particular- 
to work hand-in-hand with the 
ministry to achieve the common 
goals.  

Dr Al Hajri also extended 
thanks to BCCI for its ceaseless 
co-operation with the ministry 
and contributing to encourag-
ing the private sector to abide by 
health regulations and standards.

For his part, BCCI’s Chief Ex-

ecutive Officer Shaker Al Shat-
er underlined the importance of 
enhancing and protecting public 
health and adopting top stand-
ards in line with the Kingdom of 
Bahrain’s development strategy, 
which has people and their well-

being at its core.    
He hailed the strenuous efforts 

of the ministry and vowed sparing 
no effort in supporting it in this 
endeavour.

The event included a number 
of presentations delivered by of-
ficials and nutritionists from the 
Ministry of Health, with a focus 
on the mechanism of implement-
ing Ministerial Resolution No 
28; the ministry’s progress; over-
coming production obstacles and 
gaining consumer satisfaction.  

The event also included a pres-
entation made by a representative 
of a local bakery sharing the bak-
ery’s success story in reducing salt 
and trans fat. Awareness-raising 
flyers and brochures were also 
distributed during the event. 

Dr Al Hajri speaking at the event. 

CSB re-issues instructions on training scholarships, grants
Manama 

Civil Service Bureau (CSB) 
President, Ahmed Al 
Zayed, issued Civil Ser-

vice Instructions 5/2019 con-
cerning training, grants and 
scholarships.

He clarified that the instruc-
tions aim at re-issuing Civil Ser-
vice rules through updating the 
training and development sys-
tem for government employees 
according the controls specified 
in the executive regulations of 
the Civil Service Law. 

The instructions also aim at 
defining the responsibilities of 
government entities and CSB 
in applying them. This is after 
modifying the provisions and 
setting the terms of reference 
in government agencies, in ad-
dition to updating the forms at-
tached to these instructions and 
the training agreement to guar-
antee the principle of justice for 
all employees.

Regarding the role of govern-
ment entities, the President of 
CSB explained that government 

entities provide training and 
study opportunities for its em-

ployees in order to develop the 
skills, knowledge and work be-
haviours required by their jobs, 
and to train employees to carry 
out greater responsibilities ac-
cording to actual training needs 
and their career paths.

With regard to responsibili-
ties, the CSB President clarified 
that the government entities 
should implement the provisions 
of the Civil Service Law to form 
a committee called the “Training 
and Development Committee” 
which aims to develop and qual-

ify employees through training 
and study programmes formed 
by specialised members in each 
government entity. The com-
mittee’s presidency shall be at 
the level of Deputy Assistant 
Secretary at least.

Mr Al Zayed pointed out that 
the most important duties of 
the Training and Development 
Committee are the adoption of 
the training plan, scholarships 
and grants for professional, 
administrative and specialised 
development according to prior-

ities of the public interest in the 
government and its objectives in 
the short and long-term. 

The committee will also be 
in charge of proposing general 
policies for training and career 
development, making recom-
mendations on the training 
budget, as well as the results 
of the evaluation of the train-
ing programmes, studying the 
outcome of training, as well as 
the adoption, modification or 
cancellation of missions and ac-
ademic studies.

The most important 
duties of the Training 

and Development 
Committee are the 

adoption of the training 
plan, scholarships and 

grants.
MR AL ZAYED   
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World Court orders review of 
sentence for Kulbhushan Jadhav

Reuters | The Hague

The World Court yesterday 
ordered Pakistan to review 

the death penalty given in 2017 
to former Indian navy com-
mander Kulbhushan Sudhir 
Jadhav who was convicted of 
being a spy.

The 16-judge panel said Pa-
kistan has to provide an “ef-
fective review” of the case and 
added that a “continued stay 
of execution” of Jadhav was 
needed for that to happen.

Indian Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi welcomed the rul-
ing, tweeting that “Truth and 
justice have prevailed”.

Pakistan argued that based 
under a bilateral treaty be-
tween the nations it was not 
obligated to allow diplomatic 
assistance for people suspect-
ed of being spies or terrorists.

The court dismissed that ar-
gument and found by 15 votes 
to 1 that Pakistan had breached 

Jadhav’s rights under the Vi-
enna Convention on Consu-
lar Relations, by not allowing 
Indian diplomats to visit him 
in jail or assist him during his 
trial at a military court.

The ICJ has no means to 
enforce its rulings which are 
final and without appeal. It is 
unclear from the ruling what 
exactly would constitute an 
effective review of Jadhav’s 
sentence.

Judges did say that Islam-
abad would need to take all 
necessary measures including 
changing their laws to ensure 
Jadhav’s case will be properly 
reviewed.

Pakistan’s attorney gener-
al Anwar Mansoor Khan told 
journalists outside the Peace 
Palace in the Hague that he 
considers the case “a clear win 
for Pakistan” as the court did 
not order the acquittal and re-
lease of Jadhav as India had 
sought.

Pakistan arrests Mumbai 
attacks mastermind again
• Lashkar-e-Taiba 
is accused by India 
and Washington of 
masterminding the four-
day assault on Mumbai.

Lahore, Pakistan

Pakistani authorities yes-
terday detained the al-
leged mastermind of the 

2008 Mumbai attacks, a security 
official said, as the country fac-
es increased pressure to crack 
down on militants operating 
on its soil.

Firebrand cleric Hafiz Saeed 
-- declared a global terrorist by 
the US and UN, and who has a 
$10 million US bounty on his 
head -- was taken into custody 
following a raid by counter-ter-
rorism forces in the eastern city 
of Gujranwala. 

“Hafiz Saeed was going to 
Gujranwala to apply for bail in 
another case when he was ar-
rested,” said a security official 
with knowledge of the arrest, 
who requested anonymity.

A spokesman for Saeed’s 
group, Jamaat-ud-Dawa (JuD), 
a wing of the militant organi-
sation Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT), 

confirmed the arrest, but gave 
no further details. 

Another security official said 
the arrest relates to terror fi-
nancing charges.

Saeed has spent years rotat-
ing in and out of varying forms 
of detention, sometimes under 
house arrest, sometimes briefly 
arrested then released again by 
authorities.

But for the most part he has 
been free to move at will around 
Pakistan, enraging India which 
has repeatedly called for his 
prosecution over his alleged role 

in the 2008 attack that killed 
more than 160 people. 

Lashkar-e-Taiba is accused by 
India and Washington of mas-
terminding the four-day assault 
on Mumbai. Saeed has denied 
involvement.

The move against Saeed 
comes as Pakistan is facing a po-
tential blacklisting by the Finan-
cial Action Task Force (FATF) 
-- an anti-money-laundering 
monitor based in Paris -- for 
failing to do enough to combat 
terror financing.  

FATF is set rule on its fate in 

the coming months after plac-
ing the country on a watchlist 
last year. 

In February, Pakistani au-
thorities banned Saeed’s Ja-
maat-ud-Dawa and Falah-e-In-
saniat Foundation -- charities 
that have long been considered 
fronts for militant activity tar-
geting India. 

Washington and New Del-
hi have long urged Pakistan to 
take action against LeT, which 
was banned by Islamabad in 
2002 but re-branded itself as 
JuD and FIF.

Hafiz Saeed (courtesy of Daily Times)

 WALK-IN INTERVIEW 
Join our Team!

Friday 19th July 2019 9:00am – 3:00pm

Location: Nass Ice Plant – Which is located after the 
Applied Science University at Al Ekker Area,  

please follow the signs towards the Interview Area 

*For More information Please contact 17 708 357

Please walk in with the following documents:
• CV 
• Passport Copy 
• CPR Copy 
• Qualifications 
• Training / Professional Certificates – If any

1) Site Engineer

• Degree in Civil Engineering
• CRPEP License 
• Minimum 5-year experience in Construction 

Industry (preferable in Oil & Gas Industry)
• Organizing and Coordination skills
• Good communication skills
• High level of proficiency in English
• Proficiency in MS office
 
2) QAQC Engineer

• Degree in Civil Engineering
• CRPEP License
• Minimum 5-year experience in Construction 

Industry (preferable in Oil & Gas Industry)
• Effective implementation of QMS on site
• Organizing and Coordination skills
• Good communication skills
• High level of proficiency in English
• Proficiency in MS office

3) Civil Supervisor 

• Diploma in Civil Engineering 
• Minimum 10-year experience in Construction 

Industry (preferable in Oil & Gas Industry)
• Monitor and Maintain productivity and job 

schedule
• Good communication skills
• High level of proficiency in English
 
4) General Foreman/Foreman 

• Basic School
• Minimum 10-year experience in Construction 

Industry (preferable in Oil & Gas Industry)
• Good aptitude and ability to perform basic 

construction tasks safely.
• Good communication skills 
• Achieve productivity and job schedule 
• Proficiency in English

5) Carpentry/Steel Fixing Foreman

• Basic School
• Minimum 10-year experience in Carpentry/Steel 

fixing works (preferable in Oil & Gas Industry)
• Good aptitude and ability to perform basic 

construction tasks safely.
• Good communication skills 
• Achieve productivity and job schedule 
• Proficiency in English

Sudan protesters, 
army rulers ink 
power sharing deal
Khartoum, Sudan

Sudan’s protesters and 
ruling generals yester-

day inked a deal that aims 
to install a civilian admin-
istration, a key demand of 
demonstrators since pres-
ident Omar al-Bashir was 
deposed in a coup three 
months ago.

The move loosens a 
deadlock that has gripped 
the country, following na-
tionwide mass protests 
that began against Bashir 
in December but then 
continued after a military 
council ousted him on  
April 11.

The unrest has also left 
scores dead, with more than 
100 killed in a June 3 crack-
down on a protest sit-in ac-
cording to doctors close to 
demonstrators.

The deputy chief of the 
military council General 
Mohamed Hamdan Dagalo 
-- who initialled the deal 
on behalf of the generals on 
Wednesday -- told AFP the 
agreement was a “historic 
moment” for Sudan.

It has “opened a new and 
promising era of partner-
ship between the armed 
forces, RSF (Rapid Support 
Forces) and leaders of the 
glorious Sudanese revolu-
tion,” Dagalo said in Khar-
toum after he had put pen 
to paper.

New video shows Trump 
Epstein partying at Mar-a-Lago

Washington, United States

A new video surfaced yes-
terday showing President 

Donald Trump partying with 
Jeffrey Epstein and a bevy 
of cheerleaders at the Mar-
a-Lago club, despite Trump’s 
claims he barely knew the fi-
nancier accused of assaulting 
underage women.

NBC News said it found the 
1992 video from Trump’s Palm 
Beach, Florida club in its ar-
chives, showing the real estate 
tycoon welcoming Epstein to 
the party and appearing to dis-
cuss women dancing to music 
in front of them.

Trump is seen dancing with 
the women, cheerleaders for 
the Buffalo Bills profession-
al football team, and, at one 
point, pointing to one and 
apparently saying to Epstein, 
“she’s hot.”

The video was filmed for an 

NBC talk show at the time, “A 
Closer Look,” for an episode 
about the lifestyle of Trump, 
who at the time was newly 
divorced from his first wife 
Ivana Trump and a year from 
marrying his second, Marla 
Maples.

But he has denied any close 
relationship with Epstein, who 
pleaded guilty in Florida in 
2008 to a state charge of solic-
iting prostitution from a mi-
nor, and was arrested in New 
York on July 8 on charges of 
sexually exploiting dozens of 
underage teenage girls.

Trump has admitted know-
ing Epstein, and in a 2002 in-
terview called him a “terrif-
ic guy” who “likes beautiful 
women as much as I do.”

But last week he said they 
haven’t spoken to each other 
for 15 years after a falling-out.

“I knew him like everybody 
in Palm Beach knew him,” 
Trump said. “I was not a fan.”

Donald Trump and Jeffrey Epstein speak at a party at Mar-a-Lago in 
November 1992 in Palm Beach, Fla. (Washington Post)

People wait before the issue of a verdict in the case by International Court of 
Justice in Mumbai
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If we are to meet 
the target of ending 

hunger by 2030, 
governments 

must urgently 
cut greenhouse 

emissions, provide 
more support 

for small-scale 
agriculture and 

increase efforts to 
end violent conflicts

ROBIN WILLOUGHBY

THE HEAD OF FOOD AND CLIMATE POLICY 
AT OXFAM GB

It would be indeed 
cruel to deny this 

lady, in a psychiatric 
ward of a public 
hospital, access 

to her family. 
That must happen 

immediately
ANDREW MURRISON

UK FOREIGN OFFICE MINISTER

Worsening world hunger affects 821 million, says UN
United Nations, United States 

More than 821 million 
people suffered from 
hunger worldwide last 

year, the United Nations report-
ed Monday -- the third year in a 
row that the number has risen.

After decades of decline, mal-
nutrition began to increase in 
2015, mainly because of climate 
change and war. Reversing the 
trend is one of the 2030 targets 
of the UN’s Sustainable Devel-
opment Goals which aim to im-
prove the planet and its people.

But getting to a world where 
no one is suffering from hunger 
by then remains an “immense 
challenge,” the report said, not-
ing the number of people with-
out enough to eat had risen from 
811 million in 2017. 

“We will not achieve zero hun-
ger by 2030,” said David Beasley, 
head of the World Food Pro-
gramme, one of the UN agencies 
contributing to the report. 

“That’s a bad trend. Without 
food security we will never have 
peace and stability,” said Beasley, 
deploring that the media carry 
more talk about Brexit and Don-
ald Trump than children dying 
of hunger.

He warned that extremist 
groups were using hunger and 

control over food supplies as a 
weapon to divide communities 
or recruit new members.

“The State of Food Security 
and Nutrition in the World” re-
port was produced by the UN 
Food and Agriculture Organi-
zation (FAO) and other United 
Nations agencies including the 
World Health Organization.  

“To safeguard food security 
and nutrition, it is critical to al-
ready have in place economic 
and social policies to counteract 
the effects of adverse economic 
cycles when they arrive, while 
avoiding cuts in essential ser-
vices, such as healthcare and 
education, at all costs,” it said.

A “structural transformation” 
was needed to include the poor-
est people in the world, the au-
thors said.

This would require “integrat-
ing food security and nutrition 
concerns into poverty reduction 
efforts” while tackling gender 
inequality and the exclusion of 
certain social groups, they said.

Malnutrition widespread in 
Africa

Malnutrition remains wide-
spread in Africa, where around 
20 percent of the population is 
affected, and in Asia where more 
than 12 percent of people expe-

rience it. In Latin America and 
the Caribbean, fewer than seven 
percent of people are affected.

Adding those hit by food inse-
curity gives a total of more than 
two billion people, eight percent 
of whom are in North America 
and Europe, who don’t regularly 
have access to enough nutri-
tious, safe food, the report said.

The FAO said current efforts 
were insufficient to meet the 
goal of halving the number of 
children whose growth is stunt-
ed by malnutrition by 2030.

Robin Willoughby, the head of 
food and climate policy at Oxfam 
GB, said women were hit hardest 
by the rise in hunger.

“A toxic brew of climate 
shocks, inequality and conflict 
is unravelling years of progress,” 
he said.

“If we are to meet the tar-
get of ending hunger by 2030, 
governments must urgently cut 
greenhouse emissions, provide 
more support for small-scale 
agriculture and increase efforts 
to end violent conflicts.”

The French non-governmen-
tal group CCFD-Terre Solidaire 
said that in Africa and Latin 
America, food insecurity was 
affecting emerging economies 
as well, and not just those con-
sidered to be the least advanced. 

Around 149 million of the 
world’s children currently suf-
fer from hunger-related growth 
delays.

At the same time, the UN re-
port notes that obesity and ex-
cess weight are both on the rise 
in all regions, with school-age 
children and adults particularly 
affected.

Yukpa 
indigenous children, some of them suffering from malnutrition, are fed with 
supplements provided by CARITAS organization, at Los Angeles del Tukuko 
mission, near Machiques, Zulia state, Venezuela

UK raises alarm after mother held by Iran taken to mental ward
• Nazanin Zaghari-
Ratcliffe’s case has roiled 
Britain’s relations with 
the Islamic republic 
since her 2016 arrest

• The Free Nazanin 
campaign said she 
was being held by the 
Islamic Revolutionary 
Guard Corps (IRGC)

• The 40-year-old 
ended a 15-day hunger 
strike at the end of June

• Zaghari-Ratcliffe 
is a project manager 
with the Thomson 
Reuters Foundation

London, United Kingdom 

London demanded the im-
mediate release Wednesday 

of a jailed British-Iranian aid 
worker whose husband said she 
has been transferred to the men-
tal ward of a public hospital in 
Tehran.

Nazanin Zaghari-Ratcliffe’s 
case has roiled Britain’s relations 
with the Islamic republic since 
her 2016 arrest and conviction 
on sedition charges over which 
she has held a series of hunger 
strikes.

“We are extremely concrned 
about Nazanin’s welfare and 
call for her immediate release,” 
Prime Minister Theresa May’s 
spokesman said.

“We urge Iran to allow family 
members to visit her and check 
on her care.”

UK Foreign Office minis-
ter Andrew Murrison said 
Zaghari-Ratcliffe’s husband had 
told him that she was moved to 
the ward on Monday.

“It would be indeed cruel to 
deny this lady, in a psychiatric 
ward of a public hospital, access 
to her family. That must hap-

pen immediately,” Murrison told 
parliament.

Zaghari-Ratcliffe has de-
scribed her detention conditions 
to her family over the phone as 
“completely contrary to interna-
tional norms,” he added.

Suicide risk
The Free Nazanin campaign 

said she was being held by the 
Islamic Revolutionary Guard 
Corps (IRGC) -- a vast and pow-
erful branch of the Iranian 
military -- at Imam Khomeini  
hospital.

A psychiatrist has recom-
mended that she be “instantly 
hospitalised due to her sharp 
deterioration since her previous 
meeting, and the risk of her tak-
ing matters into her own hands”, 
the campaign group said, in an 
apparent reference to the possi-
bility of Zaghari-Ratcliffe taking 
her own life.

The 40-year-old ended a 15-

day hunger strike at the end of 
June.

She was arrested in April 2016 
while she was waiting for her 
flight out of Tehran after taking 
her then 22-month-old daughter 
Gabriella to visit her family. 

“I was healthy and happy 
when I came to Iran to see my 
parents,” Zaghari-Ratcliffe has 
been quoted as saying by her 
family. 

“Three-and-a-bit years later 
and I am admitted to a mental 
health clinic. Look at me now. I 
ended up in an asylum. It should 
be an embarrassment.”

Zaghari-Ratcliffe is a project 
manager with the Thomson 
Reuters Foundation -- the global 
media group’s philanthropic arm 
-- but was in Tehran on a private 
visit to her family.

She was sentenced to five 
years in jail for allegedly trying 
to topple the Iranian govern-
ment.

‘Compassionate’ release
Zaghari-Ratcliffe’s case has 

added to long-standing tensions 
between Tehran and London 
-- a traditional ally and big arms 
supplier to Iran’s arch-enemy 
Saudi Arabia.

Iranian Foreign Minister Ja-
vad Zarif has previously raised 
the possibility of Zaghari-Rat-
cliffe being swapped for Irani-
an nationals held in the United 
States and Australia.

He told the BBC in an inter-
view aired Wednesday that 
he also supported the idea of 
Zaghari-Ratcliffe being released 
on humanitarian grounds.

“That’s not a decision for me 
to take, but that is an ideal situ-
ation for which I have tried and 
I will continue to try,” Zarif said 
when asked about the possibility 
of her being “released soon on 
compassionate grounds”.

Western analysts view Zarif as 

a liberal with limited sway over 
the much more powerful IRGC 
and the clerics who surround 
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei.

“I am not happy to see a single 
individual in prison and I’ll do 
my best to address that to the 
maximum of my capacity and my 
capability,” Zarif said.

“But as foreign minister, I am 
responsible for the conduct of 
foreign affairs of the country. 
And she is an Iranian citizen.”

Tehran’s international isola-
tion has been compounded by 
its decision to ramp up urani-
um enrichment in reprisal for 
Washington’s decision last year 
to pull out of a landmark Iranian 
nuclear pact.

France and Britain are both 
signatories to the 2015 nuclear 
agreement.

The oil-rich Gulf nation con-
firmed Tuesday it had also ar-
rested French-Iranian academic 
Fariba Adelkhah, 60.

Richard Ratcliffe, the husband of Nazanin Zaghari-Ratcliffe, outside the Iranian embassy in London last month. (Courtesy of the Guardian)
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General view of a flooded area following heavy monsoon rains in Muzaffarpur in 
the Indian state of Bihar

No respite as monsoon 
rains pound South Asia
• Total death 
toll passes 200

• In India, the death 
toll rose to at least 120

New Delhi, India

Heavy monsoon rains 
a c r o s s  S o u t h  A s i a 
claimed more lives yes-

terday, with the death toll pass-
ing 200 as authorities tried to 
reach stranded villagers cut off 
by surging floodwaters.

The annual deluge is crucial 
to replenishing water supplies in 
the impoverished region, but the 
rains from June to September 
often turn deadly.

Across India, Nepal, Bang-
ladesh and Pakistan, millions 
of residents have been affected 
and hundreds of thousands dis-
placed, with homes and boats 
washed away.

In flood-prone Bangladesh, 
which is criss-crossed by rivers, 
around one-third of the country 
is underwater and people were 
being killed by lightning strikes, 
officials said.

In India, the death toll rose 
to at least 120 and entire com-
munities were cut off by rising 
floodwaters which damaged or 
submerged roads.

“It’s been 15 days (since) this 
area has been flooded,” a local 
resident in Assam, where the 
death toll reached 22, said.

“The damage it has caused is 
very bad. Cattle have also been 
affected. Everything has been 
destroyed.”

Video footage shared on social 
media showed rescuers pulling 
a rhinoceros calf from swollen 

floodwaters at the state’s World 
Heritage-listed Kaziranga Na-
tional Park, which is home to 
two-thirds of the world’s re-
maining one-horned rhinos.

In Bihar, which borders Nepal 
-- and like Assam is one of the 
worst-affected regions in India -- 
locals told AFP they were unable 
to reach food supplies.

Some 33 deaths have been re-
ported and 2.5 million residents 
affected. Locals were erecting 
makeshift shelters on elevated 
land with the meagre belong-
ings they had salvaged from the 
floodwaters.

In Mumbai, the number of 
victims from a building collapse 
following heavy rains rose to 13.

In the worst-affected Bangla-
desh district of Kurigram, depu-
ty district administrator Hafizur 
Rahman told AFP a woman and 
four children died after their 
small boat sank in floodwaters.

Others were killed by land-
slides in Cox’s Bazar district 

-- home to nearly one million 
Rohingya Muslim refugees who 
have fled a military crackdown 
in Myanmar.

In Nepal, the aid agency Save 
the Children said severe flooding 
and landslides had left tens of 
thousands of people homeless, 
with many stranded outdoors 

or marooned. At least 78 people 
have died and 16,000 families 
have been displaced.

“It’s absolutely essential that 
we reach these communities to 
avoid this turning into a health 
emergency,” Save the Children’s 
Nepal country director Ned Ol-
ney said in a statement.

An Indian resident carries gas canisters as he wades through a flooded area following heavy monsoon rains in Muzaffarpur 
in the Indian state of Bihar

Bangladeshi people look at flood waters in Kurigram district, in the northern 
part of Bangladesh

Spontaneously combusting sushi flakes 
blamed in mystery blazes
• The two fires in 
Madison caused at least 
$575,000 in damage

Washington, United States 

A series of freak fires at sushi 
restaurants in the United 

States have been blamed on an 
unusual culprit: a deep-fried 
ingredient that, if not handled 
properly, spontaneously com-
busts.

Firefighters in the city of 
Madison, Wisconsin say two 
fires at local Japanese restau-
rants earlier this year were 
caused by chefs deep frying 
flour to make a tempura-like 
coating called “crunch,” then 
leaving it to cool.

“Cooking oils, especially 
soybean oil and canola oil, are 
known to have a propensity to 
self-heat under certain circum-
stances,” the Midwestern city’s 
fire department said in a safety 
bulletin.

“Because the ‘crunch’ product 
is heated during the cooking 

process, then placed in a bowl or 
colander to cool and drain, the 
ability for the heat to dissipate 
is compromised. These condi-
tions can create an environment 
for a fire to occur,” the bulletin 

continued.
The two fires in Madison 

caused at least $575,000 in dam-
age, and investigators blame 
“crunch” for at least five other 
blazes that they’re aware of.

Seeking to forestall future 
infernos, the fire department 
recommended spreading the 
ingredient out on a flat surface 
like a baking sheet to keep it 
from catching fire.

The charred remains of a sushi kitchen in Madison, Wisconsin.

Woman rescued as death toll 
rises in building collapse

Mumbai, India

Rescuers pulled a woman 
from the rubble of a Mum-

bai building a day after it col-
lapsed but her two young chil-
dren did not survive, officials 
said yesterday, as the death 
toll from the tragedy rose  
to 13.

Heavy monsoon rains on 
Tuesday trapped more than 
40 people after the building 
crumbled in southern Mum-
bai’s congested Dongri area, 
with rescuers and volunteers 
struggling to conduct their 
search among the narrow 
lanes.

“We rescued 28-year-old 
Alima Indrasi with her two 
children early on Wednesday 
morning,” India’s Nation-
al Disaster Response Force 
(NDRF) spokesman Sachi-
danand Gawde said.

“She has sustained injuries 
but is undergoing treatment 
and her children did not sur-
vive... (we) are hopeful there 
may still be some victims who 
will survive.”

He said rescue operations 
were in the final stages.

D i s a s t e r  m a n a g e m e n t 
spokesman Tanaji Kamble 
added that 13 bodies have been 
recovered so far.

Indian National Disaster Response Force and Indian fire brigade personnel 
search for survivors amid debris after a building collapsed in Mumbai

Indian residents wade along a flooded street carrying their belongings following 
heavy monsoon rains at Sitamarhi district in the Indian state of Bihar

Pakistani residents wade along a flooded street after heavy monsoon rains in 
Lahore
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C I V I L I A N ’ S  T R I B U N E

Campaigns such as the 
UAE for Rohingya Women 

and Children initiative, 
launched recently to assist 
the displaced community, 

raise much-needed funds to 
support the international 

community’s humanitarian 
response to this crisis. 
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MAGEED YAHIA  

In the humanitarian world, 
each situation is a mission, 
each crisis is a priority and 

every humanitarian need on the 
ground is a call to action. All sit-
uations deserve attention, com-
passion, commitment and, above 
all, perseverance in search of a 
solution that preserves people’s 
dignity, ensures their rights and 
gives them hope for a better fu-
ture. The plight of the Rohingya is 
one such crisis. It calls for our 
attention and commitment.

More than 900,000 Rohingya 
have been uprooted from their 
homes into displacement camps. 
They fled violence in Myanmar in 
successive waves, over the years 
– about 745,000 since August 
2017 alone, and many within the 
space of just a few months. All 
left Myanmar behind, escaping 
to Bangladesh in search of safe-
ty and security. Most ended up 
in Cox’s Bazar, which hosts the 
largest and most densely popu-
lated refugee camp in the world.

This huge and rapid exodus has 
placed tremendous strains on the 
already scarce resources of the 
host community. It has placed 
humanitarian response capacity 
under enormous pressure and 
constrained humanitarian inter-
ventions towards meeting basic 
needs and mitigating the devas-
tating impacts of monsoon rains 
and the cyclone season.

It is, therefore, extremely im-
portant that the international 
community sustain and enhance 
its humanitarian response in all 
areas of the camp and across its 
surroundings. It is also vital to 
boost the efforts of the World 
Food Programme and the inter-
national community to create and 
strengthen food security, safe-
guard health, save lives, enhance 
livelihoods, improve education 
and empower women for their 
own benefit as well as that of 
their children and their house-
holds. This all starts with food 
security. A stable food supply 
is a must to safeguard people’s 
dignity and ensure protection of 

gains achieved in other areas of 
humanitarian response.

Failure to maintain food se-
curity can jeopardise other hu-
manitarian achievements and 
lead to a rapid deterioration in 
the situation in the camp and 
its surroundings. Accessing food 
with dignity is a basic right. 
When food security is under-
mined, people’s overall human 
security takes a hit. Safeguarding 
and enhancing the food security 
achieved by the World Food Pro-
gramme, with the support of the 
international community, is key 
to making gains in other areas of 
the humanitarian response in the 
camp and its surrounding area.

Without proper funding, food 
security and stability in the camp 
will be in great danger. Initiatives 
put in place by the programme 
to improve food security and nu-
trition, including school feed-
ing, treatment of malnutrition, 
and livelihood-enhancement 
programmes for women, could 
suffer enormously. Sustained in-
ternational support and funding 

is necessary to continue to effec-
tively and efficiently attend to 
the humanitarian needs of the 
Rohingya as well as those of their 
hosts. 

The majority of Rohingya in 
Cox’s Bazar still rely on food 
assistance for their survival. It 
is therefore of paramount im-
portance that self-reliance pro-
grammes and integrated skills 
packages – such as the ones put 

in place by the World Food Pro-
gramme – are enhanced. They 
include myriad capacity-building 
initiatives, such as vegetable gar-
dening, small-scale production 
pilot schemes and aquaculture 
training programmes. This not 
only contributes to improv-
ing the access of refugees to a 
more diverse range of food, it 
also provides them and their 
host community with economic 
opportunities and boosts their 
immediate and potential long-
term livelihoods, self-reliance 
and resilience. Most importantly, 
it provides them with a safe and 
dignified way to benefit from 
humanitarian assistance.

Campaigns such as the UAE for 
Rohingya Women and Children 
initiative, launched recently to 
assist the displaced communi-
ty, raise much-needed funds to 
support the international com-
munity’s humanitarian response 
to this crisis. They also help to 
raise people’s awareness of hu-
manitarian situations around 
the world, some of which have 

unfortunately slipped out of the 
limelight – not because they 
have been successfully solved 
but because newer situations 
have emerged and overshadowed 
them in the public eye. This 
campaign brought the Rohingya 
crisis back to centre stage at a 
critical time.

The Rohingya community 
deserves a better future. Their 
plight remains one of the most 
alarming humanitarian situa-
tions in the world. For the vast 
majority of this community – 
mothers and fathers, sisters and 
brothers, the old and the young, 
families just like yours and mine 
– the struggle for survival is real. 
Yet they continue to dream of a 
solution in the foreseeable fu-
ture. To make this possible, we 
must all join hands and continue 
to work collectively to alleviate 
their suffering, support the host 
community and ensure they are 
not only helped to survive but 
also start to see hope for a better 
future for themselves and their 
children.

ANY SOCIETY WHERE IT’S 
A CRIME OR A HASSLE TO 
BE DIFFERENT IS A SOCIETY 
BASED ON PSYCHOLOGICAL 
FASCISM.
DAVID ICKE

QUOTE 
OF THE 
DAY

Rohingya refugees in Bangladesh 
need immediate support 

Over the past couple of years 
Qatar has been the subject 
of hundreds of reports in the 

Arabic and international media, par-
ticularly from outlets like Al-Arabi-
ya and Al-Sharq al-Awsat, produc-
ing evidence of Qatari support for 
radical and extremist groups. This 
included reports indicating Qatari 
attempts via third parties to under-
mine stability in Bahrain, Saudi Ara-
bia and the region. On one occasion 
in 2017, Qatari officials turned up at 

Baghdad Airport with a reported 
half billion dollars destined for Iran 
backed militants, including those 
which had trained GCC-based terror-
ist groups; with money earmarked 
for known terrorist figures like 
Quds Force’s Qassim Soleimani and 
the Kataib Hezbollah’s Abu-Mahdi 
al-Muhandis. This was part of a deal 
to secure the release of Qatari royal 
family members abducted by these 
elements. 

In July 2019 Qatar got in its retal-

iation for reporting about its links 
to extremist groups with a feature 
length documentary on Al-Jazeera 
trying to allege Bahraini links to 
extremists, including one Al-Qaeda 
linked figure who spent time in de-
tention in Saudi Arabia for terror-
ist connections and whose current 
whereabouts are unclear. Much of 
the documentary was spent inter-
viewing Bahrain opposition-linked 
figures who engaged in wild con-
spiracy theories and speculation, 

with the overall aim of trying to 
portray the Bahraini people as be-
ing involved in various Al-Qaeda 
conspiracies. Indeed, former US Am-
bassador Adam Ereli said that he was 
“skeptical” about Al-Jazeera’s claims 
as said that during his tenure he had 
witnessed no evidence of support by 
the Bahraini authorities for extrem-
ist elements.

Given the complete lack of con-
text and the many obviously falsi-
fied claims in this Al-Jazeera video, 

here we will set out the facts about 
Bahrain’s encounters with radical 
groups and individuals.

From mid-2014 Bahrain’s Foreign 
Minister, Shaikh Khalid bin Ahmed 
Al Khalifa, made a number of media 
appearances announcing Bahrain’s 
inclusion in the coalition against 
ISIS. He emphasised the need to rid 
the world of this “deviated cult”.

In January 2015 the Bahraini gov-
ernment revoked the citizenship of 
a list of individuals associated with 

Bahrain’s 
fight against 

terror 
continues 

Teaching 
self-

reliance and 
integrated 

skills is 
essential 

to the 
work of the 

World Food 
Programme 

– because 
accessing 
food with 

dignity is a 
basic right Rohingya refugee women in Balukhali camp in Cox’s Bazar, Bangladesh.  

C I V I L I A N ’ S  T R I B U N E

Hon. Chairman Najeb Yacob Alhamer | Editor-in-Chief Mahmood AI Mahmood | Chairman & Managing Director P Unnikrishnan | Advertisement: Update Media W.L.L | Tel: 38444692, Email: sales@newsofbahrain.com | Newsroom: Tel: 38444680, Email: mail@newsofbahrain.com
Subscription & circulation: Tel: 38444698/17579877 | Email:subscription@newsofbahrain.com | Website: www.newsofbahrain.com | Printed and published by Al Ayam Publishing 

TOP 

4
TWEETS

04

03

01

After a ten year search, 
the so-called “mas-

termind” of the Mumbai 
Terror attacks has been 
arrested in Pakistan. 
Great pressure has been 
exerted over the last two 
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unfortunately slipped out of the 
limelight – not because they 
have been successfully solved 
but because newer situations 
have emerged and overshadowed 
them in the public eye. This 
campaign brought the Rohingya 
crisis back to centre stage at a 
critical time.

The Rohingya community 
deserves a better future. Their 
plight remains one of the most 
alarming humanitarian situa-
tions in the world. For the vast 
majority of this community – 
mothers and fathers, sisters and 
brothers, the old and the young, 
families just like yours and mine 
– the struggle for survival is real. 
Yet they continue to dream of a 
solution in the foreseeable fu-
ture. To make this possible, we 
must all join hands and continue 
to work collectively to alleviate 
their suffering, support the host 
community and ensure they are 
not only helped to survive but 
also start to see hope for a better 
future for themselves and their 
children.

1870
The First Vatican Council 
decrees the dogma of papal 
infallibility.

1872
The Ballot Act 1872 in the United King-
dom introduced the requirement that 
parliamentary and local government 
elections be held by secret ballot.

1914
The U.S. Congress forms the Aviation 
Section, U.S. Signal Corps, giving 
official status to aircraft within the 
U.S. Army for the first time.

1925
Adolf Hitler publishes Mein 
Kampf.
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Rohingya refugees in Bangladesh 
need immediate support 

here we will set out the facts about 
Bahrain’s encounters with radical 
groups and individuals.

From mid-2014 Bahrain’s Foreign 
Minister, Shaikh Khalid bin Ahmed 
Al Khalifa, made a number of media 
appearances announcing Bahrain’s 
inclusion in the coalition against 
ISIS. He emphasised the need to rid 
the world of this “deviated cult”.

In January 2015 the Bahraini gov-
ernment revoked the citizenship of 
a list of individuals associated with 

terrorist entities; including many of 
those who had gone to fight with 
ISIS. The majority of those who had 
their citizenship revoked were based 
overseas, but have the right to appeal 
through legal channels.

It is understood that around 20 
of these figures are associated with 
foreign terrorist groups like ISIS and 
Al-Qaeda. Many of the names on 
this list come from well-known Bah-
raini Sunni families: Turki al-Binali is 
a prominent extremist preacher and 

propagandist from ISIS. Mohammed 
Mubarak al-Binali, Mohammed Isa 
al-Binali and Ayoub al-Murbati all 
featured in the notorious Youtube 
video which threatened attacks 
against Bahrain. Abdulaziz al-Jow-
dar was reportedly involved in a 
suicide operation just a few days pre-
viously in Diyala in Iraq.

The Bahraini Government is right 
to use the powers available to it to 
prevent the return of terrorists who 
have travelled abroad, to target those 

who plan to engage in acts of terror-
ism inside Bahrain and other states, 
and to dissuade others from associ-
ating themselves with ISIS and other 
terrorist groups. 

These are all charges of a highly 
serious nature and few would disa-
gree that those guilty of such charges 
are highly dangerous individuals 
who pose a severe threat to the safe-
ty of the public. 

However, it is the authorities’ 
responsibility to demonstrate that 

tangible evidence exists for each of 
these individuals and that the charg-
es are justified, particularly as many 
are likely to appeal.

In April 2016 the Bahrain Govern-
ment designated 68 groups as being 
terrorist entities; this included both 
groupings associated with Al-Qaeda, 
and Hezbollah. Also on the list were 
other entities active in Bahrain, like 
Al-Ashtar Brigades and the Resist-
ance Brigades.

Citizens for Bahrain

New Afghanistan should  
protect the future of women 

The Taliban is showing signs of unprecedented openness,  
but is this position wholly genuine? 

RASHMEE ROSHAN LALL 

In 2012, a novel titled  The 
Taliban Cricket Club, by the 
writer Timeri N Murari, was 

published worldwide. Set in Ka-
bul, its main protagonist was 
Rukhsana, a young journalist 
who chafed at the restrictions 
placed by the Taliban regime 
on Afghan women. Fired from 
her job at the fictional Kabul Dai-
ly, Rukhsana uses a pseudonym 
to file news stories for an Indian 
newspaper on life under Taliban 
rule.

Eventually, she employs her 
unique skillset – knowledge of 
cricket – to outwit the Talib-
an’s attempt at complete control. 
Rukhsana coaches her brother 
and male cousins in order for 
them to win a government-or-
ganised cricket tournament. In 
this way, she is able to secret-
ly challenge the Taliban’s stark 
injunction as described in the 
book: “Women must be seen only 
in the home and in the grave”. 
She makes her mark as an ed-
ucated Afghan woman and “a 
good off-spinner”.

The Taliban Cricket Club  is 
not a great literary work, but it 
does accomplish something few 
other books on Afghan wom-
en had managed until then. It 
makes the dreadful reality of Tal-
iban rule easier to imagine and 
comprehend. Humans, as the 
philosopher Yuval Noah Harari 
says, “think in stories”.

Events in recent days suggest 
that Rukhsana’s resistance to the 
severe constraints imposed by 
the Taliban are becoming rele-
vant once again. The US is talk-
ing to the Taliban about with-
drawing troops.  Intra-Afghan 
talks have been held in Doha, 
jointly organised by Qatar and 
Germany. Recently, the Taliban 
delegation indicated a new will-
ingness to acknowledge women’s 
rights. The Taliban represent-
atives were in the same room 
as Afghan women who weren’t 
related to them. They talked to 
the women and ate with them.

All of this has fed a new hope-
ful sense of coming change in 
Afghanistan. A new narrative is 
said to be taking shape, with the 
conflict-scarred country mov-

ing forward towards a brighter 
future, which is to be based on 
an intra-Afghan consensus. The 
US administration, which is un-
derstood to want a deal with 
the Taliban by September, has 
already been talking up the real 
and symbolic importance of 
what is under way.

Zalmay Khalilzad, US Pres-
ident Donald Trump’s special 
envoy for Afghanistan reconcil-
iation, has denied the US wants 
to cut and run, abruptly ending 
the 18-year war it has prose-
cuted there. Instead, he insists, 
“We would like to leave a very 
positive legacy here”. And Al-
ice Wells, acting US assistant 
secretary of state for South and 
Central Asia, has warned that 
Afghanistan’s future relation-
ship with the US will “depend 
heavily” on preserving the gains 
made by women. “No current 
or future Afghan government 
should count on international 
donor support if that govern-
ment restricts, represses or rel-
egates Afghan women to sec-
ond-class status,” she said.

This is tough talk but the 

Americans may withdraw an-
yway, pronouncing themselves 
satisfied that Afghanistan is at 
peace. That may mean an un-
enforceable agreement with the 
Taliban both with respect to 
power sharing and gender rights.

Many difficulties lie ahead.
First, there are the discrep-

ancies in various translations of 
the declaration agreed in Doha. 
The Pashtu version, the only one 
likely to be read by the majority 
of the Taliban’s supporters, re-

portedly had no mention of pro-
tecting women’s rights. Was this 
mendacity or merely a mistake? 
Is the Taliban pretending it will 
safeguard women’s rights while 
reassuring its core constituency 
there will be no compromise 
on ideological positions with 
respect to gender?

Second, consider the Associat-
ed Press report on an exchange 
from the Doha conference. It 
might have been either play-
ful or ominous, depending on 
who you ask. The news agency 
quoted Asila Wardack, a female 
member of the Afghan peace 
council. She said two of the Tal-
iban approached her and other 
female conference participants. 
The Taliban said they had heard 
a group of “dangerous women” 
were going to be at the meeting. 
One of the men added: “Please 
don’t give us a hard time.”

What could that possibly 
mean? Was it a jocular way for 
the Taliban to acknowledge 
women had a right to be angry? 
Is the Taliban now willing to 
accept their five years in pow-
er, from 1996, were horrific for 

women, who were barred from 
schools, colleges, offices and 
from any public presence except 
as veiled figures? Or did those 
two Taliban men speak in that 
way to Ms Wardak and other 
women because they honestly 
believe the female sex compris-
es harridans and termagants?

Finally, consider the “roadm-
ap to peace” agreed between the 
Taliban and Afghan government 
representatives in Doha. The 
Taliban insisted the government 
representatives attend in a per-
sonal capacity, which means the 
roadmap doesn’t really have any 
official sanction. And the prom-
ised protections for women’s 
rights are to be within the vague 
and unspecified parameters of 
an “Islamic framework”. The 
Taliban could quite easily de-
fine the “framework” in terms 
of their past misogyny. There 
are bound to be theological dif-
ferences about Islam’s view of 
women’s rights. The Taliban do 
not have political positions so 
much as religious ones. Political 
positions allow for compromise; 
moral ones do not. 

There are bound to be 
theological differences 
about Islam’s view of 

women’s rights. The Taliban 
do not have political 
positions so much as 

religious ones.  
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After a ten year search, 
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our stand & puts the 
death sentence of #Kul-
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It instructs Pakistan to 
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unfortunately slipped out of the 
limelight – not because they 
have been successfully solved 
but because newer situations 
have emerged and overshadowed 
them in the public eye. This 
campaign brought the Rohingya 
crisis back to centre stage at a 
critical time.

The Rohingya community 
deserves a better future. Their 
plight remains one of the most 
alarming humanitarian situa-
tions in the world. For the vast 
majority of this community – 
mothers and fathers, sisters and 
brothers, the old and the young, 
families just like yours and mine 
– the struggle for survival is real. 
Yet they continue to dream of a 
solution in the foreseeable fu-
ture. To make this possible, we 
must all join hands and continue 
to work collectively to alleviate 
their suffering, support the host 
community and ensure they are 
not only helped to survive but 
also start to see hope for a better 
future for themselves and their 
children.

1870
The First Vatican Council 
decrees the dogma of papal 
infallibility.

1872
The Ballot Act 1872 in the United King-
dom introduced the requirement that 
parliamentary and local government 
elections be held by secret ballot.

1914
The U.S. Congress forms the Aviation 
Section, U.S. Signal Corps, giving 
official status to aircraft within the 
U.S. Army for the first time.

1925
Adolf Hitler publishes Mein 
Kampf.
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Rohingya refugees in Bangladesh 
need immediate support 

here we will set out the facts about 
Bahrain’s encounters with radical 
groups and individuals.

From mid-2014 Bahrain’s Foreign 
Minister, Shaikh Khalid bin Ahmed 
Al Khalifa, made a number of media 
appearances announcing Bahrain’s 
inclusion in the coalition against 
ISIS. He emphasised the need to rid 
the world of this “deviated cult”.

In January 2015 the Bahraini gov-
ernment revoked the citizenship of 
a list of individuals associated with 

terrorist entities; including many of 
those who had gone to fight with 
ISIS. The majority of those who had 
their citizenship revoked were based 
overseas, but have the right to appeal 
through legal channels.

It is understood that around 20 
of these figures are associated with 
foreign terrorist groups like ISIS and 
Al-Qaeda. Many of the names on 
this list come from well-known Bah-
raini Sunni families: Turki al-Binali is 
a prominent extremist preacher and 

propagandist from ISIS. Mohammed 
Mubarak al-Binali, Mohammed Isa 
al-Binali and Ayoub al-Murbati all 
featured in the notorious Youtube 
video which threatened attacks 
against Bahrain. Abdulaziz al-Jow-
dar was reportedly involved in a 
suicide operation just a few days pre-
viously in Diyala in Iraq.

The Bahraini Government is right 
to use the powers available to it to 
prevent the return of terrorists who 
have travelled abroad, to target those 

who plan to engage in acts of terror-
ism inside Bahrain and other states, 
and to dissuade others from associ-
ating themselves with ISIS and other 
terrorist groups. 

These are all charges of a highly 
serious nature and few would disa-
gree that those guilty of such charges 
are highly dangerous individuals 
who pose a severe threat to the safe-
ty of the public. 

However, it is the authorities’ 
responsibility to demonstrate that 

tangible evidence exists for each of 
these individuals and that the charg-
es are justified, particularly as many 
are likely to appeal.

In April 2016 the Bahrain Govern-
ment designated 68 groups as being 
terrorist entities; this included both 
groupings associated with Al-Qaeda, 
and Hezbollah. Also on the list were 
other entities active in Bahrain, like 
Al-Ashtar Brigades and the Resist-
ance Brigades.

Citizens for Bahrain

New Afghanistan should  
protect the future of women 

The Taliban is showing signs of unprecedented openness,  
but is this position wholly genuine? 

RASHMEE ROSHAN LALL 

In 2012, a novel titled  The 
Taliban Cricket Club, by the 
writer Timeri N Murari, was 

published worldwide. Set in Ka-
bul, its main protagonist was 
Rukhsana, a young journalist 
who chafed at the restrictions 
placed by the Taliban regime 
on Afghan women. Fired from 
her job at the fictional Kabul Dai-
ly, Rukhsana uses a pseudonym 
to file news stories for an Indian 
newspaper on life under Taliban 
rule.

Eventually, she employs her 
unique skillset – knowledge of 
cricket – to outwit the Talib-
an’s attempt at complete control. 
Rukhsana coaches her brother 
and male cousins in order for 
them to win a government-or-
ganised cricket tournament. In 
this way, she is able to secret-
ly challenge the Taliban’s stark 
injunction as described in the 
book: “Women must be seen only 
in the home and in the grave”. 
She makes her mark as an ed-
ucated Afghan woman and “a 
good off-spinner”.

The Taliban Cricket Club  is 
not a great literary work, but it 
does accomplish something few 
other books on Afghan wom-
en had managed until then. It 
makes the dreadful reality of Tal-
iban rule easier to imagine and 
comprehend. Humans, as the 
philosopher Yuval Noah Harari 
says, “think in stories”.

Events in recent days suggest 
that Rukhsana’s resistance to the 
severe constraints imposed by 
the Taliban are becoming rele-
vant once again. The US is talk-
ing to the Taliban about with-
drawing troops.  Intra-Afghan 
talks have been held in Doha, 
jointly organised by Qatar and 
Germany. Recently, the Taliban 
delegation indicated a new will-
ingness to acknowledge women’s 
rights. The Taliban represent-
atives were in the same room 
as Afghan women who weren’t 
related to them. They talked to 
the women and ate with them.

All of this has fed a new hope-
ful sense of coming change in 
Afghanistan. A new narrative is 
said to be taking shape, with the 
conflict-scarred country mov-

ing forward towards a brighter 
future, which is to be based on 
an intra-Afghan consensus. The 
US administration, which is un-
derstood to want a deal with 
the Taliban by September, has 
already been talking up the real 
and symbolic importance of 
what is under way.

Zalmay Khalilzad, US Pres-
ident Donald Trump’s special 
envoy for Afghanistan reconcil-
iation, has denied the US wants 
to cut and run, abruptly ending 
the 18-year war it has prose-
cuted there. Instead, he insists, 
“We would like to leave a very 
positive legacy here”. And Al-
ice Wells, acting US assistant 
secretary of state for South and 
Central Asia, has warned that 
Afghanistan’s future relation-
ship with the US will “depend 
heavily” on preserving the gains 
made by women. “No current 
or future Afghan government 
should count on international 
donor support if that govern-
ment restricts, represses or rel-
egates Afghan women to sec-
ond-class status,” she said.

This is tough talk but the 

Americans may withdraw an-
yway, pronouncing themselves 
satisfied that Afghanistan is at 
peace. That may mean an un-
enforceable agreement with the 
Taliban both with respect to 
power sharing and gender rights.

Many difficulties lie ahead.
First, there are the discrep-

ancies in various translations of 
the declaration agreed in Doha. 
The Pashtu version, the only one 
likely to be read by the majority 
of the Taliban’s supporters, re-

portedly had no mention of pro-
tecting women’s rights. Was this 
mendacity or merely a mistake? 
Is the Taliban pretending it will 
safeguard women’s rights while 
reassuring its core constituency 
there will be no compromise 
on ideological positions with 
respect to gender?

Second, consider the Associat-
ed Press report on an exchange 
from the Doha conference. It 
might have been either play-
ful or ominous, depending on 
who you ask. The news agency 
quoted Asila Wardack, a female 
member of the Afghan peace 
council. She said two of the Tal-
iban approached her and other 
female conference participants. 
The Taliban said they had heard 
a group of “dangerous women” 
were going to be at the meeting. 
One of the men added: “Please 
don’t give us a hard time.”

What could that possibly 
mean? Was it a jocular way for 
the Taliban to acknowledge 
women had a right to be angry? 
Is the Taliban now willing to 
accept their five years in pow-
er, from 1996, were horrific for 

women, who were barred from 
schools, colleges, offices and 
from any public presence except 
as veiled figures? Or did those 
two Taliban men speak in that 
way to Ms Wardak and other 
women because they honestly 
believe the female sex compris-
es harridans and termagants?

Finally, consider the “roadm-
ap to peace” agreed between the 
Taliban and Afghan government 
representatives in Doha. The 
Taliban insisted the government 
representatives attend in a per-
sonal capacity, which means the 
roadmap doesn’t really have any 
official sanction. And the prom-
ised protections for women’s 
rights are to be within the vague 
and unspecified parameters of 
an “Islamic framework”. The 
Taliban could quite easily de-
fine the “framework” in terms 
of their past misogyny. There 
are bound to be theological dif-
ferences about Islam’s view of 
women’s rights. The Taliban do 
not have political positions so 
much as religious ones. Political 
positions allow for compromise; 
moral ones do not. 

There are bound to be 
theological differences 
about Islam’s view of 

women’s rights. The Taliban 
do not have political 
positions so much as 

religious ones.  
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Group’s hotels 
performed better: 
GHG Chairman
• Bahrain’s hospitality 
industry stabilising

• Huge oversupply 
dampens Dubai market 

• GHG’s Net profit 
reported at BD90K

• Revenues 
jumped 10.75pc 

TDT | Manama 

Gulf Hotels Group (GHG) 
Chairman yesterday 
said the Group’s hotels 

performed better than last 
year backed by the Kingdom’s 
hospitality industry which is 
showing signs of stabilisation.

Reporting its quarterly re-
sults, the Group’s Chairman, 
Farouk Almoayyed, however, 
said that the Dubai market 
remained challenging due to 
huge oversupply resulting in a 
“significant drop in room rates 
and lower than expected oc-
cupancy.”

GHG’s net profit for the 
second quarter of 2019 was 
BD490K, a decrease of 71.69pc 
from BD1.731 million reported 
in the year-ago quarter. 

The group attributed the 
decline to BD 746K deprecia-
tion connected to a new Dubai 
property, the new Gulf Execu-
tive Residence Juffair and ma-
jor projects executed during 
2018. Besides, interest costs of 
BD240K, excess share of loss 
from an associate of BD120K 
and F1 movement to the first 
quarter also influenced Q2 re-
sults.

Revenues during the quarter 
increased 10.75pc to BD8.737m 
from BD7.889m recorded in the 
same quarter a year ago. 

Earnings per shares were 2 
fils compared to 8 fils in the 
second quarter of last year. 

Gross operating profit was 
BD 2.724m, compared to BD 
2.766m in the second quarter 
of last year, a decrease of BD 
42K or 1.54pc. 

Net comprehensive income 
was BD1.581m, compared to 
BD1.870m in the prior-year 
quarter, a decrease of 15.43pc.

H1 results
For the six months, net prof-

it was reported at BD 2.788m 
compared to BD 4.622m in the 
previous year, a decrease of 
39.67 pc. Earnings per shares 
were 12 fils compared to 20 fils 
in last year. 

Net profit was negatively 
impacted by an increased de-
preciation of BD 1.501m result-
ing from the new Dubai prop-
erty, the new Gulf Executive 
Residence Juffair (GERJ) and 
other major projects execut-
ed during 2018. Besides, the 
pre-opening expenses of the 
newly opened GERJ have been 
amortised and interest costs 
BD 483K have also affected the 
half-year results.

Revenue during the period 
was BD 18.819m, compared to 
BD 16.600m in last year, an in-
crease of BD 2.219m or 13.37 pc.

The total assets for the YTD 
reached BD 134.971m com-
pared to BD 141.644m in the 
previous year, with a decrease 
of 4.71 pc.

MoU with Kanoo
The Group has signed an 

MoU with Kanoo Real Estate, 
a division of YBA Kanoo to de-
velop various restaurants in 
Block 338 and signed an MoU 
with Gulf Air Group Hold-
ing to develop and operate 
an airport transit hotel in the 
newly constructed airport  
terminal. 

‘Fusions by Tala’
A number of refurbishment 

projects are also under execu-
tion. “The Gulf Hotel is ren-
ovating its Fusion restaurant 
with the addition of an out-
door rooftop terrace,” said CEO 
Garfield Jones. 

The outlet when complet-
ed will re-open as ‘Fusions by 
Tala’, under the guidance of 
Bahraini chef, Tala Bashmi. 
Additionally, the Hotel will 
also renovate the Men’s Health 
Club and main hotel lobby.

Aluminium Bahrain (Alba)’s Chief Executive Officer, Tim Murray, with participants during a special campaign on Safe Swimming launched for Alba’s employees and families. Alba’s CEO, along with other Executives, also visited a group of children 
in Alba’s Summer Camp at Alba Social Club. Tim Murray, said: “We want our people to be safe in Alba and everywhere else – we believe that it is our responsibility to deliver this sense of extreme ownership in following safety rules in-and-around 
swimming pools.”

Batelco kicks-off digital technology summer camp
TDT | Manama 

Batelco, in collaboration with 
Brinc Batelco IoT Hub, is 

organising a summer camp on 
Digital awareness, at the Brinc 
Batelco premises located in the 
Batelco Commercial Centre, 
Manama. 

The camp which began on 
July 8, is designed to cater to 
15-18-year-olds and will run un-
til July 24.

Ahmed Al Aali, founder and 
CEO of The Hive Digital Hub, is 
delivering hands-on training to 
translate innovative ideas into 
a working prototype. The best 
prototype will be presented 
with a prize at the end of the 

camp. A number of speakers will 
also deliver sessions throughout 
the programme. Topics covered 

during the camp will include an 
introduction to IOT (the Inter-
net of Things), including un-

derstanding the different types 
of IOT, as well as their charac-
teristics and benefits. 

Brinc Batelco IOT Summer Camp

StanChart offers 
discounts with VIVA 
and Talabat
TDT | Manama 

Standard Chartered and 
VIVA have announced 

an exclusive 75 per cent 
discount on all food orders 
though Talabat when us-
ing the Standard Chartered 
VIVA credit card.

Kunal Varma, Head of 
Retail Banking at Standard 
Chartered Bank Middle 
East (x UAE) said: “Through 
our strategic partnership 
with VIVA and Talabat, we 
are committed to offer ex-
clusive propositions that 
best suits our customers’ 
lifestyle and needs.”

Card holders can benefit 
discount up to three times 
during the promotional 
period, with a maximum 
discount of BD3.5 per order. 
New customers who re-
ceive their card during the 
promotion period can also 
benefit from the promotion. 

The Standard Char-
tered VIVA credit card was 
launched in March 2019. 

The Talabat offer will be 
valid until 11 August, 2019. 

Standard Char-
tered VIVA Credit 
card holders can 

enjoy 75% off 
on their Talabat 

orders

Gulf markets mixed
• Emaar Properties 
drag down Dubai

• Dubai Islamic Bank 
up on Q2 profit

• Kuwaiti stocks 
optimistic on 
MSCI decision

Reuters

Middle East stock mar-
kets were mixed yes-
terday with Abu Dha-

bi rising on financial stocks, 
while property stocks weighed 
on Dubai.

In Kuwait, the index for the 
premier market, home to the 
largest and most liquid compa-
nies, rose 0.2 per cent. 

It has been boosted by MS-
CI’s decision to move Kuwaiti 
equities to its main emerg-
ing-market index in 2020 and 
is up more than 28pc this year, 
outperforming its Gulf peers.

In Abu Dhabi, the market re-
bounded 0.1pc, after shedding 
in early trading, on the back of 
its top gainer National Bank of 
Fujairah, which soared 10.9pc, 
and Emirates

Telecommunications, which 
was up 0.1pc.

Saudi Arabia’s main index 
traded flat after rising for sev-
en straight sessions following 
EFG Hermes forecast profit for 
the kingdom’s financial sector 
would grow 7.6pc in the second 
quarter.

Saudi Telecom rose 0.9pc, 
and Saudi Arabian Mining 
Company closed 1.9pc higher.

Egypt’s blue-chip index fell 
0.6pc as most of its shares 
turned red, with the country’s 
largest lender Commercial 

International Bank shedding 
0.9pc.

Exchange data on Wednes-
day showed Egyptians and Ar-
abs were net sellers of Egyptian 
stocks.   

The Dubai index fell 0.2pc 
pressured by its largest listed 
developer, Emaar Properties, 
which was down 1.2pc.

However, Dubai Islamic bank 
added 0.2pc after it posted a 
higher second quarter profit, 
while Emirates NBD traded flat.

The Emirate’s largest lender 
rose as much as 1.8pc during the 
day after reporting a 80pc surge 
in second-quarter profit mainly 
thanks to asset sales and foreign 
exchange gains.

Qatar’s index edged up 0.1pc 
with Commercial Bank rising 
1.9pc after the lender record-
ed a net profit of 934.1 million 
riyals ($256.62 million) in the 
first-half of 2019, versus 855.1 
million riyals a year earlier.    

Closing Bell 
SAUDI  n   » 9,076 pts

ABU DHABI  p 0.1pc » 5,081 pts

DUBAI  q 0.2pc » 2,716 pts

QATAR  p 0.1pc » 10,614 pts

EGYPT  q 0.6pc » 13,642 pts

BAHRAIN  p 0.2pc » 1,539 pts

OMAN  q 0.3pc » 3,748 pts

KUWAIT  p 0.2pc » 6,769 pts

Visitors look at stock price information displayed on a digital screen inside the 
Saudi Stock Exchange
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When you’re buying your own wardrobe, you 
think ‘What are the chances I would have to 

wear this thing? Am I going to get a lot of use 
out of it?. So you tend to buy things that are 

more basic colors, not wanting to spend money 
on something that might be too trendy that you 
might only wear for one or two seasons. Here, 
you can wear the trendy things and even if you 

wear them one time, then it doesn’t matter

COSMETICS EXECUTIVE JACQUELINE JACKSON

Fashion for hire
Americans embrace clothing rental services

New York, United States 

Re m e m b e r  w h e n  yo u 
bought an expensive 
evening gown for an 

event, only to ever wear it once 
or twice? Or picked up a trendy 
T-shirt, only to leave it gathering 
dust in the closet?

Those days are over for more 
and more American women, 
who are embracing clothing 
rental services as a way to fresh-
en up their wardrobes -- but the 
growing sector could threaten 
the traditional fashion industry.

“Rental is the current buz-
zword in retail,” says Kayla Mar-
ci, a market analyst at research 
firm Edited.

Just a decade ago, clothing 
rentals were for special occa-
sions. But the business has since 
transformed and is raking in 
$1 billion in sales worldwide, 
according to a study published 
in April by business consulting 
firm Grand View Research.

Cosmetics executive Jacque-
line Jackson had her eureka mo-
ment when she realized that a 
monthly unlimited subscription 
for Rent The Runway, the leader 
in the American sector, would 
cost less than for her to rent one 
dress she wanted to wear to a 
wedding.

“It was just nice to have the 
option to have this kind of un-
limited closet and be able to 
wear things that I wouldn’t be 
able to own necessarily because 
a lot of the items are pretty ex-
pensive,” said Jackson, a mother 
of two young children.

“I don’t have any time to 
shop.”

Like many of its competitors, 
Rent The Runway (RTR) -- which 
has more than 11,000 monthly 
subscribers -- offers ready-to-
wear pieces from luxury labels 
like Victoria Beckham, Proenza 
Schouler and Phillip Lim. Each 
i t e m w o u l d cost several 

hundred dollars to buy.
For $89 a month, a subscrib-

er can get four pieces at a time 
from the company, now valued 
at $1 billion. RTR also offers an 
unlimited subscription for $159 
a month.

Seattle-based start-up Ar-
moire, which already has several 
thousand subscribers, offers a 
plan at $149 a month.

Once a Rent The Runway cli-
ent has worn an item and wants 
to swap it for something else, 
they can send it back via UPS or 
drop it off at a bricks-and-mor-
tar store. The company handles 
cleaning.

Customers also have the op-
tion to buy the item at a re-
duced price.

“When you’re buying your 
own wardrobe, you think 
‘What are the chances I 
would have to wear this 
thing? Am I going to get a 
lot of use out of it?’” Jack-
son says.

“So you tend to buy 
things that are more ba-
sic colors, not wanting to 
spend money on some-
thing that might be too 
trendy that you 
might only 
w e a r  f o r 
one or two 
seasons. 

Here, you can wear the trendy 
things and even if you wear them 
one time, then it doesn’t matter.”

The various clothing rental 
platforms currently on offer, 
which only cater to women for 
the time being, process the data 
they receive from users about 
preferences and measurements.

They then use artificial intel-
ligence to propose pieces 

they believe subscribers would 
want to wear.

“We’ll show her items that we 
know she’ll like but we can slow-
ly push her outside her comfort 
zone and introduce items that 
she wouldn’t normally pick for 
herself, that she wouldn’t nor-
mally wear,” says Lili Morton, 
who is in charge of community 
development at Armoire.

A move away from ‘fast 
fashion’

The other trump card for 
clothing rental services is its 
sustainability and rejection 
of excessive consumption -- 
themes that resonate for their 
clientele.

Swedish furniture giant IKEA 
is moving into furniture rental, 
a service already provided in 
the United States by start-up 
Fernish.

“I think people like the idea of 
buying less fast fashion, things 
that you buy and are good 
enough quality to wear for one 
season,” says Jackson.

“It’s nice to have less of that 
junk in your closet and spend 

money to wear quality clothes.”
According to several industry 

sources, most pieces are used 
about 15 times before they are 
taken out of rotation. 

Armoire has reached a deal 
with non-profit organization 
Dress for Success, which offers 
free professional attire to wom-
en in need.

For some labels, rentals are 
providing a gateway to new cus-
tomers. But more generally, it is 
offering competition to tradi-
tional ready-to-wear sales.

As the sector takes off, several 
platforms like Haverdash are 
launching low-cost options. Tra-
ditional brands like American 
Eagle, Ann Taylor and Urban 
Outfitters are following suit.

“These platforms are disrupt-
ing the fashion industry and 
changing the way we shop,” says 
Marci.

Since she subscribed to RTR, 
Jackson says she has bought 
fewer items and more basics.

“Renting is really like sharing. 
You’re not just buying, buying, 
buying,” she adds.

Rosanna Falconer wearing an Ulla Johnson dress rented from Hurr (Courtesy of Evening Standard)

Just a decade ago, clothing 
rentals were for special 

occasions. But the business 
has since transformed and 

is raking in $1 billion 
in sales worldwide, 

according to a study 
published in April by 
business consulting 

firm Grand View 
Research.

Merkel heir apparent joins cabinet in risky bid for power
Berlin

German Chancellor Ange-
la Merkel’s heir apparent 

joined her cabinet yesterday as 
defence minister, a high-profile 
job often called a poisoned chal-
ice in Berlin’s fraught political 
landscape.

The surprise appointment of 
Annegret Kramp-Karrenbauer 
late Tuesday came just hours 
after the current head of the 
German military, Ursula von der 
Leyen, was elected as the first 
woman to lead the European 
Commission.

The decision by AKK, as she is 
commonly known, to take charge 
of a sprawling administration 
widely seen as unwieldy and 
scandal-prone was described as 
a risky gambit to shore up polit-
ical support.

At a naming ceremony at the 
presidential palace in Berlin in 
Merkel’s presence, the 56-year-
old formally accepted the port-

folio from von der Leyen.
“The men and women of the 

Bundeswehr (armed forces) de-
serve the highest political pri-
ority and my full commitment,” 
she said.

“I am aware of my great re-
sponsibility and want to live up 
to it.”

Shakuntala Banerjee of ZDF 
public television said AKK was 
“stepping up and taking over the 
most difficult ministry”.

“The chances to win big are 
there –- but the risk of failure is 
also greater.”

News weekly Der Spiegel said 
the defence ministry, rocked by a 
series of mismanagement allega-
tions on von der Leyen’s watch, 
could prove to be a “minefield” 
for AKK.

“But because that’s the case, 
the ministry also offers a chance 
for her to sharpen her profile, 
in an area where she lacks it: in 
foreign and security policy -- an 

area where a chancellor needs 
some experience,” said its com-
mentator Philipp Wittrock.

“The chancellery remains the 
big goal and the defence minis-
try can serve as a stage for her to 
prove herself.”

 ‘Abusing the Bundeswehr’
However opposition politi-

cians seized on AKK’s lack of 
expertise in military affairs at 
a time when the Bundeswehr 
has suffered chronic equipment 
problems and accusations of un-
derfunding, not least from US 
President Donald Trump.

“The chancellor and the CDU 
have shown once again that the 
needs of the Bundeswehr don’t 
interest them at all,” Marie-Ag-
nes Strack-Zimmermann of the 
Free Democrats told the daily 
Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung.

“They are abusing the stricken 
Bundeswehr for their little per-
sonnel games.”

Annegret Kramp-Karrenbauer (left) has taken over from Ursula von der Leyen at the helm of Germany’s defence ministry
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EU launches probe into 
Amazon’s use of merchant data
Brussels, Belgium 

The EU’s powerful antitrust 
authority launched an in-

depth investigation into Ama-
zon yesterday, amid suspicions 
the US-based online behemoth 
misuses merchant data hosted 
on its website.

The formal investigation 
opens a new chapter in the 
European Union’s campaign 
to curtail the dominance of US 
tech firms with Google, Face-
book and Apple also regular 
targets of regulators in Brus-
sels.

“I have... decided to take a 
very close look at Amazon’s 
business practices and its dual 
role as marketplace and re-
tailer (and) to assess its com-
pliance with EU competition 
rules,” the EU’s anti-trust com-
missioner Margrethe Vestager 
said in a statement.

At the heart of the case is 
Amazon’s service to third 
party merchants who use the 
world’s biggest online retail-
er to access customers and 
broaden their reach.

In providing this service, 
Amazon “continuously col-
lects data about the activity 
on its platform”, the commis-

sion said. Preliminary findings, 
according to the statement, 
indicate that Amazon “appears 
to use competitively sensitive 
information -- about market-
place sellers, their products 
and transactions on the mar-
ketplace.” 

The investigation, which 
has no deadline, is likely to be 
the final offensive by Vestager 
against big tech before the end 
of her current mandate on Oc-
tober 31.

In an email, Amazon said: 
“We will cooperate fully with 
the European Commission and 
continue working hard to sup-
port businesses of all sizes and 
help them grow.”

EU’s anti-trust commissioner 
Margrethe Vestager

Global stock markets weaker
London, United Kingdom

Global stock markets 
turned weaker Wednes-
day after recent record 

gains in the US while growing 
concerns about a no-deal Brexit 
kept the pound under pressure.

By the close in Europe, 
London’s FTSE 100 index was 
down 0.55 per cent, Paris shed 
0.76pc and Frankfurt dropped  
0.72pc.

All three had been little 
changed earlier in the day.

The pound dropped to 
$1.2382, its lowest since April 
2017, but recovered some lost 
ground by late afternoon in Lon-
don to trade at $1.2433.

Sterling was also steadier 
against the euro after hitting 
fresh six-month lows.

Traders said the overall out-
look depends on what happens 
to US interest rates as concerns 
continue over US-China trade 
tensions.

“Investors are clearly worried 
that the ongoing trade standoff 
between the US and China may 
hurt economic growth and re-
quire a looser monetary policy 
now rather than later,” Fawad 
Razaqzada of Forex.com said 
in a note.

President Donald Trump hit 
out at what he said was a lack 
of follow-through from Beijing 
on promises to buy more farm 
goods just as more high-level 
talks were due to take place this 
week.

There had been hopes of some 
sort of progress after Trump 
and Chinese leader Xi Jinping 
agreed at the G20 last month to 
restart talks.

Tapas Strickland, senior ana-
lyst at National Australia Bank, 
said there were “no signs that 
tensions will abate anytime 

soon”.
Oanda analyst Craig Erlam 

said there was “little doubt that 
the threat of no-deal Brexit is 

what’s driving” the pound.
The battle to be Britain’s next 

prime minister is entering the fi-
nal stretch with both candidates 
hardening their positions on 
Brexit, putting the future gov-
ernment on a collision course 
with Brussels.

The business community 
and many lawmakers fear dire 
economic consequences from 
a no-deal Brexit which would 
lead to immediate trade tariffs 
for certain sectors including the 
automotive industry.

On the oil  market,  both 
main contracts were firmer af-
ter sharp losses of more than 
threepc on Tuesday as tensions 
between the US and Iran ap-
peared to be easing.

However, prices slipped late 
afternoon to leave the market 
in the red.

Key figures around 1600 GMT
Pound/dollar:   at $1.2433 from $1.2408 at 2040 GMT

Euro/pound:   at 90.32 pence 

Euro/dollar:   at $1.1228 from $1.1211

Dollar/yen:   at 108.11 yen from 108.26 yen

London - FTSE 100:   0.55pc at 7,535.46 points

Frankfurt - DAX 30:   0.72pc at 12,341.03

Paris - CAC 40:   0.76pc at 5,571.71

EURO STOXX 50:   0.56pc at 3,501.58

Tokyo - Nikkei 225:   0.3pc at 21,469.18 (close)

Hong Kong - Hang Seng:   0.1pc at 28,593.17 (close)

Shanghai - Composite:   0.2pc at 2,931.69 (close)

New York - Dow:   0.10pc at 27,30579

Brent North Sea crude:   0.31pc at $64.15 per barrel

West Texas Intermediate:   0.64pc at $57.25 per barrel

A gold coin, produced by Perth Mint and supposedly worth $45 million USD stands on display at the New York Stock 
Exchange (NYSE) located at Wall Street in New York City

France defiant in digital tax showdown with US at G7
Chantilly, France 

France yesterday said it would 
push ahead with its law to 

tax tech giants that has sparked 
a row with the United States, 
saying that an international ac-
cord was the only way to solve 
the dispute.

French Finance Minister Bru-
no Le Maire met US Treasury 
Secretary Steven Mnuchin on 
the sidelines of the meeting of fi-
nance ministers from the world’s 
seven most developed econo-
mies in Chantilly outside Paris. 

“We don’t always agree on 
all issues, but we do agree on 
many and it’s always important 
to listen to each other,” Le Maire 
tweeted non-committedly.

The French parliament ear-
lier this month passed a new 
law that will tax digital giants 
on revenue accrued inside the 
country, even if their European 
headquarters are elsewhere, in 
a move that will affect huge US 
groups Google, Apple, Facebook 
and Amazon.

The move has infuriated Pres-
ident Donald Trump and the 
United States has announced 
an unprecedented probe against 
France which could trigger the 
imposition of tariffs.

‘Won’t back down’
In comments to France In-

ter radio, Le Maire said France 
would not back down on its plans 
to impose the three-percent tax 
on revenue.

He said he would make clear 

that the French parliament had 
agreed the tax and this could 
only be withdrawn if there was 
an international agreement.

“The possibility of US sanc-
tions against France exists,” Le 

Maire said. “There is a legal in-
strument for that and clearly 
there is the political will.”

Even before the final vote by 
French lawmakers, the US an-
nounced it was opening a so-

called Section 301 investigation 
into the measure.

A Section 301 investigation 
was used by the Trump admin-
istration to justify its tariffs on 
China. 

But Le Maire said: “France 
will not back down on the intro-
duction of its national tax. It was 
decided upon, it was voted upon, 
it will be applied from 2019.”

The minister had late Tuesday 
expressed confidence that the 
G7 could find a consensus for 
an international accord which 
would be overseen by the Organ-
isation for Economic Coopera-
tion and Development (OECD).

“This would be the best way 
to solve this problem,” said Le 
Maire.

France became the first ma-
jor economy to pass such tax 
legislation last week when par-
liament gave its final approval.

Britain unveiled legislation 
last week and Spain’s new gov-
ernment is expected to intro-
duce its own version.

But smaller EU states such as 
Ireland and Luxemburg -- low-
tax countries which host the 
European headquarters of the 
digital giants -- have prevented 
a consensus in the EU.

While the measure does not 
specifically target US internet 
giants, the French commonly 
call it the GAFA tax, an acronym 
for Google, Apple, Facebook and 
Amazon.

Work has been under way for 
several years on a reform of the 
international tax system to en-
sure that multinationals are not 
able to escape paying taxes in 
countries where they do large 
amounts of their business.

German Finance Minister Olaf 

Scholz said he hoped that next 
year there could be international 
rules in place that “we can intro-
duce everywhere, including in 
the EU and Germany.”

‘Serious concerns on Libra’
Plans by Facebook to launch 

a virtual currency called Li-
bra have also stoked concerns 
among regulators in numerous 
countries about regulation and 
market oversight of cryptocur-
rencies.

Le Maire said the conditions 
were not yet in place to launch 
Libra, a virtual currency to be 
backed with a basket of re-
al-world currencies that Face-
book says will facilitate online 
financial transactions.

He said he hoped the G7 
would consider the necessity of 
a “framework or a regulation” 
and also “what would be the 
conditions that would make 
such an instrument feasible.”

Scholz said the ministers and 
central bankers present had 
“serious concerns” about the 
implications.

“We are talking about curren-
cy stability, security, data pro-
tection and democratic control,” 
he added.

The ministers are also expect-
ed to discuss who will take over 
at the International Monetary 
Fund after Frenchwoman Chris-
tine Lagarde was named to head 
the European Central Bank. The 
IMF post has traditionally been 
held by a European.

Italian Finance Minister Giovanni Tria (R) speaks with European Commissioner for Economic and Financial Affairs, 
Taxation and Customs Pierre Moscovici at the start of a meeting of Eurogroup Finance Ministers at the European Council 
headquarters in Brussels

US hopes China to undo trade backtracking 
Washington, United States

US officials hope China will 
reverse its decision to 

backtrack on commitments it 
made in the effort to settle the 
ongoing trade conflict, Com-
merce Secretary Wilbur Ross 
said yesterday. 

US and Chinese officials held 
high-level discussions by tele-
phone this week and last as 
they try to re-start negotia-

tions. The talks collapsed in 
May after Washington accused 
Beijing of reneging on core 
issues it had agreed to earlier 
this year.

“This is a long, involved 
process.  The fundamen-
tal question now, though, is 
will they go back to the point 
where they were before they 
changed their mind?” Ross 
told Fox Business Network on 
Wednesday.



Aladdin: live-action remake really takes flight
• Guy Ritchie’s 
family-friendly, CG-
enhanced live-action 
version of Disney’s 
animated hit surprises 
in all the right ways

Aladdin is a 2019 Ameri-
can musical fantasy film 
produced by Walt Disney 

Pictures. Directed by Guy Ritch-
ie, who co-wrote the screenplay 
with John August, it is a live ac-
tion adaptation of Disney’s 1992 
animated film of the same name, 
which is based on the epony-
mous tale from One Thousand 
and One Nights.

The film stars Will Smith, 
Mena Massoud, Naomi Scott, 
Marwan Kenzari, Navid Negah-
ban, Nasim Pedrad, Billy Mag-
nussen, and Numan Acar, as well 
as the voices of Alan Tudyk and 
Frank Welker. The plot follows 
Aladdin, a street urchin, as he 
falls in love with Princess Jas-
mine, befriends a wish-granting 
Genie, and battles the wicked 
Jafar.

On review aggregator website 
Rotten Tomatoes, the film holds 
an approval rating of 57% based 
on 337 reviews with an average 
rating of 5.89/10. The site’s criti-
cal consensus reads, “Aladdin re-

tells its classic source material’s 
story with sufficient spectacle 
and skill, even if it never ap-
proaches the dazzling splendor 
of the animated original.”

On Metacritic, the film has 

a weighted average score of 53 
out of 100 based on 50 critics, 
indicating “mixed or average 
reviews.” 

Audiences polled by CinemaS-
core gave the film an average 

grade of “A” on an A+ to F scale, 
while those at PostTrak gave it 
an overall positive score of 90% 
(with an average 4.5 stars out of 
5) and a 70% “definite recom-
mend.”

Writing for the Chicago Sun-
Times, Richard Roeper gave the 
film 3 out of 4 stars, praising 
Smith, Scott, and Massoud’s 
performances and calling it a 
“shining, shimmering live-ac-
tion update.” 

Variety’s Peter Debruge sum-

marized his review with, “Will 
Smith steps into Robin Wil-
liams’s shoes, bringing fresh at-
titude to the role of the Genie in 
Guy Ritchie’s high-risk, mostly 
rewarding live-action remake.” 

A Mir Fantastiki review by 
Yevgeniy Peklo gave the film 
a score of 8/10, saying it was 
“probably the best Disney 
live-action remake up to date.”

Despite praising the cast, Wil-
liam Bibbiani of TheWrap said 
of the film, “If you don’t think 
about it very hard (although you 
probably should), the remake of 
Aladdin might entertain you. But 
you’d be a heck of a lot more en-
tertained by watching the orig-
inal film again. Or by going to 
a real-life parade. Or by doing 
some light gardening. Or by do-
ing a crossword puzzle.” 

Chris Nashawaty of Entertain-
ment Weekly gave the film a C+, 
lamenting that it did not add 
anything new to its 1992 animat-
ed predecessor; he felt that the 
film was unable to update the 
original’s questionable Middle 
Eastern characterizations, but 
nevertheless praised the perfor-
mances of Smith and Scott.
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OASIS JUFFAIR
1-SPIDER-MAN: FAR FROM HOME (PG-15) (ACTION/
ADVENTURE) NEW
*-TOM HOLLAND, SAMUEL L. JACKSON, ZENDAYA

DAILY AT: 11.45 AM + 2.30 + 5.15 + 8.00 + 10.45 PM
DAILY AT (KIDS CINEMA): 2.45 + 11.30 PM
DAILY AT (ATMOS): 10.15 AM + 12.45 + 3.30 + 6.15 + 9.00 + 
11.45 PM
DAILY AT (VIP): 12.00 + 2.45 + 5.30 + 8.15 + 11.00 PM
DAILY AT (3D):12.15 + 3.00 + 5.45 + 8.30 + 11.15 PM

2-ALMAMAR (PG-13) (ARABIC/DRAMA/WAR) NEW
*-AHMAD EIZ, HIND SABRI, AHMAD RIZIK

DAILY AT: 11.00 AM. + 2.00 + 5.00 + 8.00 + 11.00 PM

3-TOY STORY 4 (G) (ANIMATION/ DVENTURE/COM-
EDY) 
*-TOM HANKS, TIM ALLEN, JOAN CUSACK

DAILY AT (KIDS CINEMA): 10.45 AM. + 12.45 + 5.30 + 7.30 + 
9.30 PM
DAILY AT: 2.15 PM

4-ANNABELLE COMES HOME (15+) (HORROR) 
*-VERA FARMIGA, MCKENNA GRACE, MADISON ISEMAN

DAILY AT: 12.15 + 2.30 + 4.45 + 7.00 + 9.15 + 11.30 PM 

5-ALADDIN (PG) (ADVENTURE) 
*-WILL SMITH, NAOMI SCOTT, MENA MASSOUD

DAILY AT: 12.00 + 2.45 + 5.30 + 8.15 + 11.00 PM

6-MEN IN BLACK INTERNATIONAL (PG-13) (ACTION/
ADVENTURE/COMEDY/FANTASY)
*- TESSA THOMPSON, CHRIS HEMSWORTH, REBECCA 
FERGUSON

DAILY AT: 11.45 AM. + 7.00 + 12.00 MN 

7-ANNA (15+) (ACTION/CRIME/THRILLER) 
*-SASHA LUSS, HELEN MIRREN, LUKE EVANS

DAILY AT: 4.30 + 9.30 PM

8-KABIR SINGH (15+) (HINDI/DRAMA/ROMANTIC) 
*-SHAHID KAPOOR, KIARA ADVANI, ARJAN BAJWA

DAILY AT: 10.30 AM. + 1.45 + 5.00 + 8.15 + 11.30 PM

CITYCENTRE
1-SPIDER-MAN: FAR FROM HOME (PG-15) (ACTION/
ADVENTURE) NEW
*-TOM HOLLAND, SAMUEL L. JACKSON, ZENDAYA

DAILY AT: 10.45 AM + 1.30 + 4.15 + 7.00 + 9.45 + (12.30 MN 
+1.00 AM THURS./FRI)
DAILY AT (ATMOS): 12.30 + 3.15 + 6.00 + 8.45 + 11.30 PM
DAILY AT (IMAX 2D): 3.45 + 6.30 + 9.15 + 12.00 MN
DAILY AT (IMAX 3D): 10.15 AM + 1.00 PM
DAILY AT VIP (I): 12.45 + 3.30 + 6.15 + 9.00 + 11.45 PM
DAILY AT VIP (II): 12.15 + 3.00 + 5.45 + 8.30 + 11.15 PM
DAILY AT (3D): 12.00 + 2.45 + 5.30 + 8.15 + 11.00 PM

2-ALMAMAR (PG-13) (ARABIC/DRAMA/WAR) NEW
*-AHMAD EIZ, HIND SABRI, AHMAD RIZIK

DAILY AT: 11.30 AM. + 2.30 + 5.30 + 8.30 + 11.30 PM

3-TOY STORY 4 (G) (ANIMATION/ DVENTURE/COM-
EDY) 
*-TOM HANKS, TIM ALLEN, JOAN CUSACK

DAILY AT: 11.30 AM. + 1.45 + 4.00 + 6.15 + 8.30 + 10.45 PM 
DAILY (3D): 12.15 + 2.30 + 4.45 + 7.00 + 9.15 + 11.30 PM 

4-ANNABELLE COMES HOME (15+) (HORROR) 
*-VERA FARMIGA, MCKENNA GRACE, MADISON ISEMAN

DAILY AT: 10.30 AM + 12.45 + 3.00 + 5.15 + 7.30 + 9.45 + 
12.00 MN + (1.00 AM THURS/FRI) 

5-ALADDIN (PG) (ADVENTURE) 
*-WILL SMITH, NAOMI SCOTT, MENA MASSOUD

DAILY AT: 12.15 + 3.00 + 5.45 + 8.30 + 11.15 PM + (12.30 MN 
THURS/FRI)

6-MOHAMMED HUSSAIN (PG-15) (ARABIC/COMEDY) 
*-MOHAMED SAAD, MAI SALEEM, MOHHAMED THARWAT

DAILY AT: 11.00 AM. + 1.00 + 3.00 + 5.00 + 7.00 + 9.00 + 
11.00 PM

7-MEN IN BLACK INTERNATIONAL (PG-13) (ACTION/
ADVENTURE/COMEDY/FANTASY)
*- TESSA THOMPSON, CHRIS HEMSWORTH, REBECCA 
FERGUSON

DAILY AT: 11.15 AM. + 1.45 + 4.15 + 6.45 + 9.15 + 11.45 PM

8-JOHN WICK 3 - PARABELLUM (15+) (ACTION/THRILL-
ER/CRIME) 
*-KEANU REEVES, HALLE BERRY, IAN MCSHANE

DAILY AT: 11.00 AM + 1.30 + 4.00 + 6.30 + 9.00 + 11.30 PM

9-ANNA (15+) (ACTION/CRIME/THRILLER) 
*-SASHA LUSS, HELEN MIRREN, LUKE EVANS

DAILY AT: 11.30 AM + 2.00 + 4.30 + 7.00 + 9.30 + 12.00 MN

10-THE HUSTLE (PG-15) (COMEDY/CRIME) 
*-ANNE HATHAWAY, REBEL WILSON, ALEX SHARP

DAILY AT: 10.30 AM + 12.30 + 2.30 + 4.30 + 6.30 + 8.30 + 
10.30 PM

11-CHILD’S PLAY (18+) (HORROR) 
*-AUBREY PLAZA, GABRIEL BATEMAN, BRIAN TYREE

DAILY AT: 10.30 AM + 3.00 + 7.30 + 12.00 MN

12-GODZILLA: KING OF THE MONSTERS (PG-13) (AC-
TION/ADVENTURE/THRILLER/FANTASY) 
*-VERA FARMIGA, KEN WATANABE, SALLY HAWKINS

DAILY AT: 12.30 + 5.00 + 9.30 PM 

13-POKEMON DETECTIVE PIKACHU (PG) (ACTION/
ADVENTURE/FANTASY)
*-RYAN REYNOLDS, JUSTICE SMITH, KATHRYN NEWTON

DAILY AT: 11.00 AM + 4.15 + 9.30 PM

14-AVENGERS: ENDGAME (PG-15) (ACTION/ADVEN-
TURE) 
*-BRIE LARSON, ROBERT DOWNEY JR., KAREN GILLAN

DAILY AT: 1.00 + 6.15 + 11.30 PM

15-SABIE AL BOROMBA (PG-13) (ARABIC/COMEDY) 
*-RAMEZ GALAL, BAYOUMI FOUAD, JAMEELA AWAD 

DAILY AT: 10.45 AM + 3.00 + 7.15 + 11.30 PM

16-CASABLANCA (PG-15) (ARABIC/ACTION/CRIME/
THRILLER) 
*-AMIR KARARA, GHADA ADEL, EYAD NASSAR

DAILY AT: 12.45 + 5.00 + 9.15 PM

SEEF (II)
1-SPIDER-MAN: FAR FROM HOME (PG-15) (ACTION/
ADVENTURE) NEW
*-TOM HOLLAND, SAMUEL L. JACKSON, ZENDAYA

DAILY AT: (12.45 MN THURS./FRI.) 

2-PLAY OR DIE (18+) (THRILLER/ HORROR) NEW
*-CHARLEY PALMER ROTHWELL, ROXANE MESQUIDA, LAETI-
TIA CHAMBON

DAILY AT: 11.30 AM + 3.30 + 7.30 + 11.30 PM

3-I’LL TAKE YOUR DEAD (18+) (THRILLER/HORROR) 
NEW
*-AIDAN DEVINE, AVA PRESTON, JESS SALGUEIRO

DAILY AT: 1.30 + 5.30 + 9.30 PM

4-CLARITA (15+) (FILIPINO/HORROR/DRAMA) NEW
*-RICKY DAVAO, ALYSSA MUHLACH, JODI STA. MARIA

DAILY AT: 7.30 + 9.30 + 11.30 PM

5-ASTERIX: THE SECRET OF THE MAGIC POTION (PG) 
(ANIMATION/ ADVENTURE/COMEDY) NEW
*-CHRISTIAN CLAVIER, GUILLAUME BRIAT, ALEX LUTZ

DAILY AT: 11.30 AM + 1.30 + 3.30 + 5.30 PM

6-PAVAROTTI (PG-13) (DOCUMENTRY) NEW
*-SPIKE LEE, PRINCESS DIANA, LUCIANO PAVAROTTI

DAILY AT: 1.00 + 5.15 + 9.30 PM

7-MALAAL (PG-15) (HINDI/ ROMANTIC) NEW
*-MEEZAAN JAFRI, SHARMIN SEGAL, BADRI CHAVAN

DAILY AT: 10.30 AM + 3.00 + 7.30 + 12.00 MN

8-HUME TUMSE PYAAR KITNA (PG-15) (HINDI/THRILL-
ER/ROMANTIC) NEW
*-JUHI CHAWLA, PRIYA BANERJEE, KARANVIR BOHRA

DAILY AT: 11.00 AM + 3.15 + 7.30 + 11.45 PM

9-TOY STORY 4 (G) (ANIMATION/ DVENTURE/COM-
EDY) 
*-TOM HANKS, TIM ALLEN, JOAN CUSACK

DAILY AT: 11.15 AM + 1.30 + 3.45 + 6.00 + 8.15 + 10.30 PM 

10-ANNABELLE COMES HOME (15+) (HORROR) 

*-VERA FARMIGA, MCKENNA GRACE, MADISON ISEMAN
DAILY AT: 12.15 + 2.30 + 4.45 + 7.00 + 9.15 + 11.30 PM

11-ALADDIN (PG) (ADVENTURE) 
*-WILL SMITH, NAOMI SCOTT, MENA MASSOUD

DAILY AT: 12.30 + 3.15 + 6.00 + 8.45 + 11.30 PM

12-MOHAMMED HUSSAIN (PG-15) (ARABIC/COMEDY) 
*-MOHAMED SAAD, MAI SALEEM, MOHHAMED THARWAT

DAILY AT: 12.00 + 2.00 + 4.00 + 6.00 + 8.00 + 10.00 + 12.00 
MN

13-MEN IN BLACK INTERNATIONAL (PG-13) (ACTION/
ADVENTURE/COMEDY/FANTASY)
*- TESSA THOMPSON, CHRIS HEMSWORTH, REBECCA 
FERGUSON

DAILY AT: 1.15 + 6.30 + 11.45 PM

14-JOHN WICK 3 - PARABELLUM (15+) (ACTION/
THRILLER/CRIME) 
*-KEANU REEVES, HALLE BERRY, IAN MCSHANE

DAILY AT: 2.00 + 6.45 + 11.30 PM

15-THE HUSTLE (PG-15) (COMEDY/CRIME) 
*-ANNE HATHAWAY, REBEL WILSON, ALEX SHARP

DAILY AT: 1.00 + 5.30 + 10.00 PM

16-GODZILLA: KING OF THE MONSTERS (PG-13) 
(ACTION/ADVENTURE/THRILLER/FANTASY) 
*-VERA FARMIGA, KEN WATANABE, SALLY HAWKINS

DAILY AT: 10.30 AM + 3.45 + 9.00 PM

17-POKEMON DETECTIVE PIKACHU (PG) (ACTION/
ADVENTURE/FANTASY)
*-RYAN REYNOLDS, JUSTICE SMITH, KATHRYN NEWTON

DAILY AT: 11.45 AM + 4.30 + 9.15 PM

SEEF (I)
1-SPIDER-MAN: FAR FROM HOME (PG-15) (ACTION/
ADVENTURE) NEW
*-TOM HOLLAND, SAMUEL L. JACKSON, ZENDAYA

DAILY AT: 11.45 AM. + 12.15 + 12.45 + 2.30 + 3.00 + 3.30 + 
5.15 + 5.45 + 6.15 + 8.00 + 8.30 + 9.00 + 10.45 + 11.15 PM. + 
11.45 PM

2-ALMAMAR (PG-13) (ARABIC/DRAMA/WAR) NEW
*-AHMAD EIZ, HIND SABRI, AHMAD RIZIK

DAILY AT: 11.30 AM + 2.30 + 5.30 + 8.30 + 11.30 PM

3-ONE DAY: JUSTICE DELIVERED (PG-15) (HINDI/
CRIME/THRILLER) NEW
*-ANUPAM KHER, KUMUD MISHRA, ESHA GUPTA

DAILY AT: 1.30 + 6.30 + 11.30 PM

4-AND THE OSKAR GOES TO (PG-13) (MALAYALAM) 
NEW
*-TOVINO THOMAS, ANU SITHARA, NIKKI RAE HALLOW

DAILY AT: 11.00 AM + 4.00 + 9.00 PM

SAAR
1-SPIDER-MAN: FAR FROM HOME (PG-15) (ACTION/
ADVENTURE) NEW
*-TOM HOLLAND, SAMUEL L. JACKSON, ZENDAYA

DAILY AT: 11.45 AM + 12.45 + 2.30 + 3.30 + 5.15 + 6.15 + 8.00 
+ 9.00 + 10.45 PM + 11.45 PM

2-ALMAMAR (PG-13) (ARABIC/DRAMA/WAR) NEW
*-AHMAD EIZ, HIND SABRI, AHMAD RIZIK

DAILY AT: 11.30 AM + 3.15 + 8.30 + 11.30 PM

3-TOY STORY 4 (G) (ANIMATION/ DVENTURE/COM-
EDY) 
*-TOM HANKS, TIM ALLEN, JOAN CUSACK

DAILY AT: 10.30 AM + 2.30 + 4.45 + 7.00 + 9.15 PM

4-ANNABELLE COMES HOME (15+) (HORROR) 
*-VERA FARMIGA, MCKENNA GRACE, MADISON ISEMAN

DAILY AT: 10.45 AM + 1.00 + 6.15 + 11.30 PM

AL HAMRA
1-OH BABY (         ) (TELGU) NEW
*-SAMANTHA AKKINENI, NAGA SHOURYA, LAKSHMI, RAO 
RAMESH

FROM FRIDAY 5th 
DAILY AT: 12.00 NOON

2-AND THE OSKAR GOES TO (PG-13) (MALAYALAM) 
NEW
*-TOVINO THOMAS, ANU SITHARA, NIKKI RAE HALLOW

DAILY AT: 3.00 + 9.00 PM

3-RAATCHASI (PG-13) (TAMIL) NEW
*-JYOTIKA, HAREESH PERADI, SATHYAN

FROM THURSDAY 4th AT 7.30 PM ONWARD
DAILY AT: 6.00 + (12.00 MN. THURS/FRI)

WADI AL SAIL
1-SPIDER-MAN: FAR FROM HOME (PG-15) (ACTION/
ADVENTURE) NEW
*-TOM HOLLAND, SAMUEL L. JACKSON, ZENDAYA

DAILY AT: 10.30 AM + 12.00 + 1.00 + 2.45 + 3.45 + 5.30 + 
6.30 + 8.15 + 9.15 + 11.00 PM + 12.00 MN

2-ALMAMAR (PG-13) (ARABIC/DRAMA/WAR) NEW
*-AHMAD EIZ, HIND SABRI, AHMAD RIZIK

DAILY AT: 11.15 AM. + 2.15 + 5.15 + 8.15 + 11.15 PM

3-TOY STORY 4 (G) (ANIMATION/ DVENTURE/COM-
EDY) 
*-TOM HANKS, TIM ALLEN, JOAN CUSACK

DAILY AT: 10.30 AM. + 12.45 + 3.00 + 5.15 + 7.30 PM

4-ANNABELLE COMES HOME (15+) (HORROR) 
*-VERA FARMIGA, MCKENNA GRACE, MADISON ISEMAN

DAILY AT: 12.00 + 2.15 + 4.30 + 6.45 + 9.00 + 11.15 PM

5-ALADDIN (PG) (ADVENTURE) 
*-WILL SMITH, NAOMI SCOTT, MENA MASSOUD

DAILY AT: 12.00 + 4.30 + 9.00 + 11.30 PM

6-MOHAMMED HUSSAIN (PG-15) (ARABIC/COMEDY) 
*-MOHAMED SAAD, MAI SALEEM, MOHHAMED THARWAT

DAILY AT: 2.30 + 7.00 + 9.45 + 11.45 PM

M O V I E  R E V I E W

KNOW WHAT

This update isn’t quite 
a whole new world, 

but it’s still one worth 
visiting -- despite its 

forgettable villain and 
unsettling Genie CGI

Mena Massoud as Aladdin and Will Smith as the Genie in ‘Aladdin’
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Idris Elba was initially meant to reference James 
Bond in popular ‘Hobbs & Shaw’ line

Los Angeles

“I’m the Black 
Superman,” is 
how Idris El-

ba’s Brixton proudly 
calls himself in the 
recently released 
trailer of “Hobbs 

& Shaw”, but 
according to 
his co-star, 
D w a y n e 

Jo h n s o n ,  t h e 
actor was earli-
er supposed to 

make a reference to James 
Bond.

Talking to Variety on the 
sidelines of the film’s world 
premiere, Johnson said Elba 
made a decision against 

giving a shout out to 
the fame British 
spy, a role which 
has long been in 
his wishlist, as 
it would have 
been “too close 
to what every-
body’s talking 

about”.

I’m in exception 
company: Roberts 
on Emmy snub for 
‘Homecoming’
Los Angeles

Julia Roberts was a strong 
contender for an Emmy 

nod for Amazon’s “Home-
coming” but the actor is 
not too concerned about 
being omitted from the 
list, which also exclud-
ed George Clooney 
and Emma Stone 
despite notable 
performances.

The actor took to 
Instagram to address 
her absence from the 
nominees list of the 71st 
Primetime Emmy Awards.

Sharing a screening shot 
of USA Today news alert that 
read, “Biggest Emmy nomi-

nation snubs: 
Julia Rob-

e r t s , 
G e o r g e 
C l o o n -
e y  a n d 

E m m a 
S t o n e 
a r e 

a m o n g 
the A-listers shut out.” 

“Well, I’m in exceptional 
company at least,” Roberts 
wrote.

The actor, who made 
her digital debut with the 
show where she played the 
role of social worker Heidi 
Bergman, will not return for 
the second season but will 
continue as an executive 
producer.

“ C a t c h -2 2 ”  m a r k e d 
Clooney’s return to televi-
sion following the medical 
drama “ER” in the very be-
ginning of his career while 
Stone was also a strong con-
tender for Netflix’s “Ma-
niac”.

Leonardo 
DiCaprio finally 
addresses 
Jack’s death in 
‘Titanic’
Los Angeles

Could Jack have survived 
in the final moments of 

“Titanic” is a question that 
still haunts fans 20 years 
later but just don’t ask actor 
Leonardo DiCaprio.

Fans have long argued that 
Rose should have made room 
for Jack on the floating piece 
of lumber after Titanic’s 
sinking. Rose, who lay atop 
the door, survived in the end 
while Jack, who held on to 
the edge, froze to his death in 
the icy Atlantic waters.

Both director James Cam-
eron and actor Kate Winslet 
have weighed in on the scene 
but DiCaprio refused to get 
drawn into the debate de-
spite gentle coaxing from his 
“Once Upon a Time in Holly-
wood co-stars 
B ra d  P i t t 
and Mar-
got Robbie.

D u r i n g 
a n  i n t e r-
v i e w  w i t h 
MTV, DiCaprio 
w a s  a s k e d , 
“Could Jack have 
fit on that door at the end of 
“Titanic”? 

Jumping into the con-
versation, Robbie said, “Oh 
my gosh, I thought it. I re-
member bawling my eyes 
out when I was a (little) girl” 
but a taciturn DiCaprio said, 
“I have no comment.”

When the question was 
put to Pitt, he said, “That is 
funny. Well, I’m going to go 
back and look now, shoot.” 

The actor then turned to 
DiCaprio to slyly ask: “Could 
you have squeezed there? 
You could’ve, couldn’t you?” 

A smiling DiCaprio said, 
“No comments”.

Calling it the “biggest con-
troversy” in cinema, Robbie 
attempted to get an answer 
again.

“Did you mention it at the 
time? Were you like should 
we make the door smaller.” 
she asked.

“Like I said, I have no 
comment,” an unmoved Di-
Caprio offered.

Cameron had called Jack‘s 
death an “artistic choice”, 
which had nothing to do 
with the physics of two peo-
ple fitting on the door.

Stars grace Jennifer 
Lopez’s rescheduled 

MSG concert
Los Angeles

Stars came out for singer Jennifer Lopez’s 
rescheduled Madison Square Garden (MSG) 
gig on Monday.

The gig was rescheduled after the concert 
witnessed a major power failure on Sunday.

Those in attendance included TV star Gayle 
King, broadcaster Hoda Kotb and Lopez’s 
fiance Alex Rodriguez, reported Page Six.

“I’m so glad y’all came back tonight. We 
were gonna celebrate no matter what!” J.Lo 

told the crowd.
The singer, who will turn 50 on July 24, invit-

ed a lucky fan onstage for a lap dance and said, 
“Y’know what I like to do on my birthday? I like 
to give presents . . . You’ve gotta be generous!”

J.Lo also performed a duet with her daughter, 
Emme, on Monday.

According to Page Six, three front-row seats 
plus a J.Lo meet-and-greet was sold for a hefty 
USD 22,000 on the secondary market.

Has Taylor Swift drama taken a 
‘toll’ on Scooter Braun?

Los Angeles

Without a di-
rect mention, 
music manag-

er Scooter Braun has hinted 
at how the brawl with singer 

Taylor Swift has affected him lately.
“The last couple of weeks have 

really taken a toll on me,” he wrote 
on his Instagram account along 

with an edited photo of himself 
looking a lot older.

For unversed, Swift called out 
Braun after she learned that he 

would soon own the masters to 

her recordings. Braun 
reportedly purchased 
the ‘Bad Blood’ sing-
er’s former label, Big 

Machine Records, for 
a reported USD 300 
million, reported E! 

News.
In a scathing Tum-

blr post, Taylor said 
she was “sad and 
grossed out” by the 
news. She also al-
leged that the 38-year-
old “bullied” her “for 
years.

Sophie Turner ‘humbled’ to be 
nominated for Emmy

Los Angeles

Sophie Turner is ‘beyond humbled’ to be nominated for Em-
my’s ‘Outstanding Supporting Actress in a Drama Series’ 
category for her performance in HBO drama series ‘Game 

of Thrones’.
Emmy announced its nomination on Tuesday. The 
announcement turned out to be a pleasant surprise 

for ‘GoT’ which managed to set a new record for 
most nominations earned in a single year by 

any drama series, with double-digit Emmy 
nominations.

In addition to the nomination for best 
drama, the list also includes some indi-

vidual nomination for cast members 
including Turner, Kit Harrington 
(Jon Snow), Emilia Clarke (Dae-
nerys Targaryen), Lena Headey 
(Cersei Lannister), Maisie Wil-
liams (Arya Stark), and Gwendo-
line Christie (Brienne of Tarth), 
CNN reported.

Reacting to the prestigious nomi-
nation for the show in which she fea-
tured as Sansa Stark, the actor wrote 
on her Instagram story: “I’m beyond 
humbled. I truly never thought that 
this would ever happen. This is the 
best farewell to the show that has 
been my life for the past 10 years.”

The ‘Dark Phoenix’ actor also 
tagged her fellow ‘GoT’ leads, who 

got nominated for the award, on 
her story.
“YES QUEEN to these queens- Gwendoline 

Christie, Lena Headey, and Maisie Williams,” she 
added.
Sophie Turner big day was appreciated and celebrat-

ed by her family too. Her Husband Joe Jonas and sister-in-
law Priyanka Chopra took to social media to congratulate 

the actor for her achievement.

Beyonce’s ‘love 
letter to Africa’, 
‘Spirit’ music 
video out
Los Angeles

A week after releas-
ing ‘Spirit’ from 
Disney’s ‘The Lion 

King’, singer-songwriter Be-
yonce has dropped the music 
video of the song.

The world premiere of the 
music video was aired on ABC 
News and ‘Spirit’ comes as 
the title track for Beyonce’s, 
upcoming album ‘The Lion 
King: The Gift’.

“I wanted it to be authen-
tic to what is beautiful about 
the music in Africa,” The 
Hollywood Reporter quoted 
Beyonce as saying.

Adding to it, the pop icon 
called it a “love letter to Africa” 
and added, “I wanted to make 
sure we found the best talent from Afri-
ca, and not just use some of the sounds 
and did my interpretation of it.”

The ‘Crazy in Love’ singer also add-
ed that the song has made use of “a 
lot” of drums and “incredible new 
sounds mixed with some of the pro-
ducers from America.”

The four-minute thirty-second vid-
eo is sure to take you on a journey to 
Africa as it features some mesmeris-
ing landscapes of the continent.

Los 
Angeles

Actress Debby Ryan bid 
her final goodbye to her 
friend and late actor Camer-

on Boyce on Tuesday.
The duo had worked together for four 

seasons on Disney Channel series ‘Jessie’.
The actor shared a video on Instagram 
in Boyce’s honour.

“This effervescent soul attract-
ed art, respect, poetry, kind-

ness, community-- what a 
gift to be brought togeth-

er today in a deeply bitter-
sweet celebration of life we 
were so fortunate to intersect 

with,” the 26-year-old star wrote in the caption.
“His mom told me, ‘He is our compass.’ And 

it’s showing, as all directions have pointed 
to love and light and togetherness. We love 
you Cameron. Thank you for what you’ve 

given us, and continue to give us,” she 
wrote further.

In the video, Boyce’s old photo-
graphs, his artwork and a Los 

Angeles Laker’s denim 
jacket and shirt can be 

seen displayed on 
the dedication 

table.
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Newcastle thrashed by Wolves as fans bemoan Bruce appointment
AFP | Nanjing, China

The scale of the task facing 
new head coach Steve Bruce 

was brutally laid bare as New-
castle United were thrashed 4-0 
by Premier League rivals Wol-
verhampton Wanderers in China 
yesterday.

Former Manchester United 
defender Bruce, whose appoint-
ment was confirmed just hours 
before kick-off, will jet over to 
take charge of Newcastle’s next 
friendly, in Shanghai on Satur-
day.

It was only a low-key exhibi-
tion match, but the heavy defeat 
to Nuno Espirito Santo’s Wolves 
in Nanjing was more evidence 
that Newcastle are likely to be 
battling relegation this season.

Newcastle have risked stoking 
the anger of their frustrated fans 
by hiring former Sunderland 
boss Bruce, who has sealed a 
three-year contract to succeed 
the hugely popular Rafael Be-
nitez.

There were even chants 
against hated club owner Mike 
Ashley during the Wolves loss.

Federico Fernandez, the New-
castle defender, called on fans 
angry with Bruce’s arrival to get 
behind the new man.

“We are looking forward to 
working with him, he is a man of 
great experience, we are think-
ing positive,” said the Argentine.

“I understand the fans’ situ-
ation,” he said, addressing sup-
porters’ negative reaction to the 
58-year-old Bruce, a lifelong 

Newcastle fan.
“For us, we want to work, we 

want to do better as a team... to 
show the fans and everyone that 

we can compete.”
In a statement, Bruce, who 

resigned from Championship 
side Sheffield Wednesday to 
join Newcastle, called it “a very 
special moment for me and my 
family”.

“This is my boyhood club and 
it was my dad’s club.”

Bruce might be a local boy, 
but his two-year spell as coach 
of Newcastle’s fierce rivals Sun-
derland and a mediocre record 
as a Premier League manager are 
major black marks for an already 
infuriated fan base.

Bruce, who has won four pro-
motions from the second tier of 
English football, has suffered 
relegation from the Premier 
League twice.

His highest finish was 10th 
with Birmingham in 2003-04 
and Sunderland in 2010-11.

Bruce has his work cut out at 
Newcastle, who have lost their 
leading forwards from last sea-
son -- Salomon Rondon and Ay-
oze Perez -- and are the only 
Premier League club yet to make 
a summer signing.
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We are looking 
forward to working 

with him (Steve 
Bruce), he is a man 
of great experience, 

we are thinking 
positive

FEDERICO FERNANDEZ

Ewan wins bunch 
sprint in Toulouse
• Aussie rookie Caleb 
Ewan wins Tour de 
France stage 11 as 
Julian Alaphilippe 
stays in yellow

• Ewan pips 
Groenewegen in mass 
sprint to win in Toulouse 

• Alaphilippe retains 
his overall Tour 
de France lead

AFP | Toulouse, France

Australian Caleb Ewan 
picked up his first Tour 
de France stage win in 

a mass sprint at Toulouse yes-
terday as Frenchman Julian 
Alaphilippe kept the overall  
lead.

With defending champion 
Geraint Thomas and his Ineos 
teammate Egan Bernal also fin-
ishing in the pack, there was no 
change in the overall top three 
after a 167km run from Albi to 
Toulouse, marked by a fall that 
forced Nairo Quintana into a 
successful race to catch up.

Ewan timed his explosive 
burst to perfection, catching and 
overtaking Dutch sprinter Dy-
lan Groenewegen right on the 
line after a long home straight. 
Elia Viviani was third on a finish 
designed for the pure sprinters.

“It took me half the Tour de 
France to get my win, but I got 
it in the end,” said Ewan. 

“I let him go, caught his wheel 
and just had him on the line,” 
explained, the stocky 25-year-
old.

In his first season with the 
Lotto-Soudal team, Ewan has 
now won stages on all three 
Grand Tours after three wins on 
the Giro and one on the Vuelta.

It was a narrow win with the 
photo-finish, which takes thou-
sands of shots a second from 
both sides at the finish line, 
showing a marginal victory.

Sprint points leader Peter sa-
gan of Slovakia kept his green 
jersey after finishing fourth be-
hind Ewan.

“I congratulate him, he’s 
too fast for me on that kind of 
course, said the 30-year-old Sa-
gan.

Colombian Bernal kept hold 
of the under-25’s white jersey 
and said Ineos would remain 
calm in their quest for the yel-
low jersey.

“We won’t be attacking just 
yet, but I feel good going into 
the mountains” said Bernal, on 
his second Tour.

There are two major moun-
tains on the menu on stage 12 
with yellow jersey Alaphilippe 
vowing to defend his lead.

“It won’t be easy tomorrow, 
there will be attacks, and it will 
be a big day on the Tour, but I’m 
up for it,” said the 27-year-old 
former soldier ahead of the first 
day in the Pyrenees.

Caleb Ewan crosses the finish line

Eubank family to attend 
Brave CF London event 
TDT | Manama

Boxing royalty is support-
ing BRAVE Combat Feder-

ation’s vision for the develop-
ment of mixed martial arts in 
Europe and beyond. BRAVE CF 
has announced that both Chris 
Eubank Jr. and his father Chris 
Eubank Sr. will also be in at-
tendance to witness a historic 
evening at the Copper Box Are-
na, inside the Queen Elizabeth 
Olympic Park on July 25th.

BRAVE 24: London will be 
an invite-only show, designed 
to connect the highest level of 
influencers, celebrities, busi-
nessmen and politicians to 
the sport of MMA, as BRAVE 
Combat Federations seeks to 
elevate the sport to another 
level in terms of building a new 
global ecosystem, focused on 
the sports industry instead of 
the events industry.

At 29 years of age, Chris 
Eubank Jr. is the current IBO 
Super-Middleweight champi-
on, having regained the title 
against fellow Brit James De-
Gale in February of this year. 
Before that, Eubanks Jr. won 
the interim WBA Middleweight 
title as well as the British Mid-
dleweight title. 

The current champ is also 
the son of a legend of the sport. 
Chris Eubank Sr., one of the 

best boxers of his generations, 
held world titles in two differ-
ent weight classes, winning the 
Middleweight and Super-Mid-
dleweight belts for WBO. He 
was undefeated for the first 
ten years of his career and re-
mained without a loss at Mid-
dleweight. 

Both father and son will en-
joy an unforgettable gala night, 
with the most luxurious MMA 
experience ever, as American 
Bubba Jenkins defends his 
BRAVE Combat Federation 
world Featherweight title 
against former Lightweight 
world champion Lucas “Minei-
ro” Martins in the main event.

Chris Eubank Jr. and his father Chris 
Eubank Sr.

Brave president interested in 
negotiating Lobov vs Khan 
TDT| Manama

BRAVE Combat Federation 
president Mohammed Sha-

hid will look to put together 
a fight between Artem Lobov 
and Amir Khan. 

The duo has gone back and 
forth in the past through so-
cial media, and Lobov’s coach 
John Kavanagh has recently 
called on BRAVE CF to make the 
fight happen in their landmark 
event in Bahrain this Novem-
ber, which has sparked world-
wide interest in social media. 

Shahid has heard the out-
cry of fans for the fight to take 
place inside the BRAVE CF Are-
na and will look to start ne-

gotiations during BRAVE 24: 
London, a historic, invite-only 
event which takes place on July 
25th, at Copper Box Arena. 

“I love how you have these 
two great fighters in their peak 
are still looking for a challenge. 
I will definitely look into it, and 
I want to make it happen for 
our fans, for BRAVE Nation. I’m 
looking forward to an amazing 
night for mixed martial arts 
on July 25th and will sit down 
with Artem to talk about it. 
Unfortunately, Amir Khan will 
not be able to attend. We just 
talked and he has urgent mat-
ters to attend to on that date, 
but we’ll be back on that front 
soon”. 

Shaikh Abdul Aziz Bin Mubarak Al 
Khalifa, Vice President of the Bahrain 
Tennis Federation and Khamis 
Mohammed Al-Muqla, President 
of the Bahrain Tennis Club during 
their visit to The Queen’s tennis and 
racquet club on Monday. They were 
received by the CEO of “Queens” Club 
Andrew Stewart, who took them on a 
comprehensive tour of the stadiums 
and facilities of the club, located in 
the heart of London. During the tour 
the CEO introduced the history of 
this British club, founded in 1886 as a 
sports complex for a number of sports, 
before becoming a tennis and racquet 
club

Diogo Jota (L) of Wolverhampton Wanderers in action during Premier League Asia 
Trophy between Newcastle United and Wolverhampton Wanderers



De Ligt arrives in Turin to 
complete Juventus signing
AFP | Rome

Ajax captain Matthijs de Ligt ar-
rived in Turin on Tuesday to 

complete his transfer to Juventus.
The 19-year-old who led Ajax to the 

Champions League semi-finals is due 
to undergo a medical before signing 
for Juventus for a reported 75 million 
euros ($85 million).

“Here he is!” Juventus announced 
on Twitter, with a video of the Dutch 
international disembarking from a 
private jet at Turin airport.

In a separate clip the teenager says: 
“Hello Bianconeri, this is Matthijs, 
I’m really happy to be here.”

De Ligt has been linked with many 
of Europe’s leading clubs after his 
impressive play for resurgent Ajax 
and Holland last season.

He has played 117 games for Ajax in 

all competitions, scoring 13 goals, in-
cluding three as the club reached the 
last four of the Champions League 
last season, only to lose in the final 
seconds to Tottenham.

De Ligt scored the winner in Tu-

rin as Ajax eliminated 
Juventus in the 
quarter-finals. 

H e  h a s 
p layed 1 7 
times for 
the Neth-
erlands.

Man United thrash Leeds

• Pogba, who has been linked 
with a move to Juventus 
and Real Madrid, starred in 
United’s dominant first-half

• Mason Greenwood 
combined with Paul Pogba 
and Aaron Wan Bissaka to 
score for Manchester United

AFP | Perth, Australia

Paul Pogba shined as an un-
der-pressure Manchester Unit-
ed stepped up their pre-season 

campaign with a 4-0 thrashing of old 
rivals Leeds yesterday.

United had faced criticism after an 
unconvincing 2-0 victory over a deplet-
ed Perth Glory on the weekend. 

In a much-needed tonic, the Red 
Devils clinically dismantled Leeds, who 
have high hopes of returning to the 
English Premier League for the first 
time since 2004.

Pogba, who has been linked with a 
move to Juventus and Real Madrid, 
starred in United’s dominant first-half 
and was part of a pretty chain of passing 
to set up 17-year-old Mason Green-

wood’s first senior goal in the seventh 
minute.

Greenwood’s energetic performance 
has the teenager in the frame for thesid 
Premier League opener against Chel-
sea on August 11, manager Ole Gunnar 
Solskjaer said.

“He’s got a chance. He’s more than 
capable and he’ll always be there in and 
around the box creating chances,” he 
told reporters after the match. 

Moments later, a powerful strike 
from Pogba was well saved by goal-
keeper Kiko Casilla. 

But it was only a matter of time before 
United broke through with a moment of 
magic in the 27th minute from Marcus 
Rashford, a livewire in the first half.

After a wondrous dribble past the 
lead-foot defence, the 21-year-old ex-
pertly tapped it past Casilla.

Solskjaer changed his entire lineup 
at half-time in a repeat of Saturday’s 
match against Perth. 

United continued to dictate, with Phil 
Jones scoring a thumping header from 
a corner kick in the 51st minute.

Anthony Martial rounded out a spec-
tacular performance in the 68th minute 
by converting a penalty after Tahith 
Chong was taken down in the box.

The first clash in eight years between 
the one-time bitter enemies fizzled 
out, but a near capacity Perth Stadium 

crowd of 55,000 underlined the rival-
ry’s stature.  

Romelu Lukaku was once again ab-
sent fuelling speculation he had been 
dropped from the squad amid reports 
he was close to securing a move to Inter 
Milan. 

United said the Belgian suffered a 
knock at training.

“He’s missed two chances to play 45 
minutes and at this stage of the season 
it’s important to get everyone fit, so 
hopefully he’ll be available soon,” Sol-
skjaer said.

Illness kept out goalkeeper David de 
Gea, who is reportedly close to signing 

a new five-year deal with United in 
excess of £350,000 ($435,000) a week.

United will have further pre-season 
games against Inter Milan in Singapore 

on July 20 and Tottenham in Shanghai 
on July 25, while Leeds will head to 
Sydney to face Western Sydney Wan-
derers.
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13
goals have been scored 
by Matthijs de Ligt in 

117 games for Ajax in all 
competitions

KNOW WHAT

Romelu Lukaku was once 
again absent fuelling specu-
lation he had been dropped 

from the squad amid reports 
he was close to securing a 

move to Inter Milan

Manchester United players celebrate Mason Greenwood’s strike

Sterling hits brace as City 
hammer West Ham in China
AFP | Nanjing, China

Record Manchester City signing 
Rodri made his debut and Ra-

heem Sterling scored twice as the 
Premier League champions came 
from behind to beat West Ham Unit-
ed 4-1 yesterday in China.

West Ham took the lead with a 
Mark Noble penalty before City lev-
elled through David Silva, then Lukas 
Nmecha scored from the spot to give 
Pep Guardiola’s side the half-time 
lead.

England international Sterling, 
who enjoyed his best season last year 
for club and country, scored a brace 
in the second half as West Ham’s de-
fence went AWOL in Nanjing.

Guardiola fielded a mixture of first-
team regulars and reserves with Sil-
va leading the side and Kevin De 
Bruyne, who missed most of last sea-
son injured, a second-half substitute.

He was joined after the break by 
German winger Leroy Sane, who has 
been linked with a big-money move 
to Bayern Munich.

Spanish international midfielder 
Rodri joined City earlier this month 
on a five-year deal from Atletico Ma-
drid.

The 23-year-old officially became 
a City player a day after the La Liga 
club revealed the 70-million-euro 
($78.5 million) release clause in his 
contract had been triggered.

City’s arrival in China for the Pre-
mier League Asia Trophy had been 
delayed by two days because of an 
“administrative issue”.

But if it bothered the English 
champions it did not show, Sterling 
sealing a handsome City win with 
composed finishes on the hour and 
then again soon after.

In the other match in the exhibi-
tion tournament, the scale of the task 
facing new head coach Steve Bruce 
was laid bare as Newcastle United 
were thrashed 4-0 by Wolverhamp-
ton Wanderers.

Bruce, whose appointment was 
confirmed just hours before kick-off, 
will jet over to take charge of New-
castle’s next friendly, against West 
Ham, in Shanghai on Saturday.

It was only a low-key friendly, but 
the heavy defeat to Nuno Espirito 
Santo’s Wolves in Nanjing was more 
evidence that Newcastle are likely 
to be battling relegation this season.

City face Wolves in the final.

Manchester City’s Raheem Sterling runs with the ball

Stokes plays down redemption 
talk after World Cup heroics
AFP | London

Ben Stokes admitted mem-
ories of the off-field inci-

dent that threatened his ca-
reer triggered his tears after 
England’s historic World Cup 
triumph. 

Stokes was found not guilty 
of affray following a street 
brawl during a night out in 
Bristol in 2017.

The all-rounder was banned 
and fined by the England and 
Wales Cricket Board after ac-
cepting a charge of bringing 
the game into disrepute.

Stokes was also stripped of 
the Test vice-captaincy and 
missed the Ashes tour, but he 
worked his way back from that 
chastening incident to enjoy a 
key role in England’s first ever 
World Cup title.

After some impressive dis-
plays on the road to the final, 

Stokes cemented his place 
as an English cricket icon by 
scoring 84 not out and then 
starring in the Super Over that 
sealed Sunday’s thrilling fi-
nal win over New Zealand at 
Lord’s.

“I won’t look back and say I 
redeemed myself or anything 
like that - I’m an athlete and a 
cricketer and it’s what we are 
paid to do, to win trophies,” 
Stokes told ITV’s Good Morn-
ing Britain yesterday. 

“It was coming back from all 
of that, it was tough. Getting 
back into cricket obviously 
massively helped straight af-
ter that.

“It was a stressful time for 
me, my wife, my family back 
home. I had amazing people 
around me, my team-mates, 
friends, family. They have to 
take a lot of credit for helping 
me to get through that.”

Matthijs 
de Ligt


